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PREFACE. 


In sending forth the notes, or commentary on 
the vision of St. John in Patmos, it would seem 
quite suitable te say something of the author, 
who devoted many years to the accomplishment 
of this work. To those who knew of his deeply 
spiritual nature, his vast acquaintance with the 
learning of the ages, and his familiarity with 
the Hebrew and Greek languages, he seemed 
eminently fitted to enter into the spirit with which 
the beloved disciple pictured the future gloriesz— 
of the New Jerusalem. 

The Rev. Peyton Gallagher was born in the 
city of New York, where his parents resided, 
Nov. 13th, 1825. In his childhood they removed 
-to Geneva, N. Y., and it was there that most of 
his life was spent. He grew up a delicate, studi- 
ous boy, and entered Geneva (now Hobart) Col- 
lege, graduating in 1846. Soon afterwards he 
entered the Theological Seminary at Alexandria, 
Va., and was ordained to the ministry of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in 1851. His first 
parish was in Virginia, of which State his father 
was a native, but om account of failing health 
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he was soon obliged to give up active work 1 
the ministry, though for a time he was settled 
in North Carolina, and for several years he was 
an assistant to Bishop Staley in the Sandwich 
Islands. These were years of great interest to 
him. He acquired the language, so that he could 
mingle freely with the people, and was on terms 
of friendship with the Queen. Again breaking 
down in health, he returned home. While thence- 
forth his life was one of comparative seclusion, 
he found delightful companionship among his 
books, and was revered by all with whom he 
came in contact for his pure and saintly charac- 
ter. His mental faculties retained their bright- 
ness to the last. Naturally his thoughts dwelt 
much on the Eternal City, whose gates opened 
to receive him May 9, 1903. 

“He walked with God, and was not, for God 
took him.” 

In our day, when men’s thoughts are turning 
to the prophecies of old to find some explanation 
of the wars and rumors of wars with which the 
times are filled, we may well look to the inspired 
words of the disciple who leaned upon his Mas- 
ter’s breast, while we strive to trace through the 
centuries the fulfillment of His plans, to whom a 
thousand years are but as one day, and who 
tells us of the new heavens and the new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness, to which we all 
hope to come. 
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EXPLANATORY PREFACE. 


Chapter I—V. 3. The work asserts that the 
“time * -* * at hand” has *the same Scape 
with the “last time” 7. e. the “ministration of the 
Spirit” and extends from the “day of Pentecost” 
to the Day of Judgment. 

V. 18. Renders the language used into terms 
that serve to give a practical view to the facts 
revealed. 

Chapter 1V.—V. 9-11. Points out the exact 
chronological force, and identifies with marked, 
controlling events, the crown-casting and pros- 
tration worship. 

Chapter VI—V. 2. Emphasizes with dis- 
criminating exactness the symbolism of the first 
seal, 

V. 4-8. Identifies and describes the different 
kinds of swords mentioned, the first being the 
“sword of the Spirit,” the second, the sword of” 
Christ. 

Chapter VII—o-17. The scene described, 
properly referred to Chapters xxi and xxii; 
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though typified greet oe sixth seal in the time 
of Constantine, /2e77<-0 « Theta Hato Aad 

The seventh seal closes the vision’ granted 
through the seals: thus marking them as entirely 
independent of, although perfectly concurrent 
with the trumpets and vessels as they are with 
respect to each other. 

Chapter VIII.—V. 3-6. An episode between 
the completion of the seven seals and the begin- 
ning of the blast of the seven trumpets, which 
blast begins in v. 7. 

V. 13. The scream of the eagle, the voice of 
Christ symbolically represented. 

Chapter IX.—V. 1-3. Preceding conduct of 
the Roman See pointed out as a predisposing 
cause of that condition of the Eastern Church 
which necessitated the discipline of ‘the f fifth and 


“sixth trumpets. 


Chapter X.—V. 9-11. The “little book” in 
the hands of the angel, the eleventh chapter of 
the Revelation. 

Chapter XI.—This chapter refers solely to the 
Eastern Church. 

V. 3-13. The two witnesses are the Jewish | 
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and Gentile confessors of the Faith under Mo- 
hammedan oppression and persecution. 

V. 15. The blast of the seventh trumpet an- 
nounces the commencement of the Millennium in 
the Eastern portion of the Roman Empire. 

That portion described by the phrase—‘the 
kingdom of the world.” 

Chapter XII.—V. 3-5. The great red dragon 
symbolical of bald heathenism, own child of its 
father the Devil. 

The “ten horns” of the dragon typical of the 
ten temporary governments formed by invading 
hordes from Northern Europe. 

Restores to this chapter the last clause of the 
seventeenth verse, assigns to the Devil his 
proper personality, and thus avoids confounding 
him with S. John. 

Chapter XIII—V. 15. Emphasizes Pope 
Vitalian’s name by giving the meaning of the 
anglicized form of the original. 

Chapter KIV.—V. 1-6. Considers the 144,- 
ooo as peculiarly descriptive of the stock of 
Israel believing in their own Messiah. 

Chapter XV.—V. 2. The “glassy sea,” the 
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emblem of the “peace of God” in His immediate 
presence, vouchsafed to the righteous as a part 
of their everlasting reward. As “mingled with 
fire” it is emblematic of the absolute purity 
requisite for human sympathy with Divine holi- 
ness. 

V. 10-12. Assigns to 1870 the beginning of 
the outpour of the fifth vessel. 

V. 12. Regards the phrase “kings of the 
earth” as descriptive of the “tributary princes” 
and “semi-independent sovereignties” under the 
suzerainty of the Empress of India. 

V. 12-17. The outpouring of the sixth vessel 
is assigned to 1877. 

V. 17-21. These verses are placed under the 
seventh vessel and closely connected with Chap- 
ter xx, v. I-4, including between them Chapters 
Xvii, Xvili and xix. 

Chapter XVI—V. 21. Points out the 
marked difference in effect between the judg- 
ments here described and those mentioned in 
Chapter xi, v. 13, thus showing that it is a sheer 
mistake to suppose that they are either the same 
thing or a work in the same sphere of action. 
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Chapter XVII—YV. 12-18. Affirms that the 
Holy Roman Empire “is not dead but sleepeth,” 
and leaves room for the thought that the Roman 
Empire disappearing from mortal sight under a 
Constantine (in 1453), may under a Constantine 
come again into view and be largely instrumental 
in crushing out its counterfeit presentment, the 
“Holy Roman Empire.” 

Chapter XIX.—V. 17-19. Are given a defi- 
nite, explicit meaning. 

Chapter XX.—V. 14, 15. Bears witness to 
the truth that the essential punishment of the 
finally impenitent is the inevitable presence of 
“God that is holy,” manifesting His inextinguish- 
able wrath against all guilty of “eternal sin.” 

Chapters XXI, XXII—V. 1-6. Explicitly 
states the truth that the new Jerusalem is the 
Church Triumphant coming from heaven to her 
abode on the “new earth” under the new 
heavens. ‘292 ge 

In that church on that earth shall Jesus (“Jeho- 
vah our Helper”), the Lion-Lamb “Son of the 
Blessed,” having fulfilled His Messianic office, 
with the Father and the Holy Ghost, reign 
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throughout the ages of ages, very and eternal 
God. 

Confesses the doctrine of the “Catholic and 
Apostolic” Faith “whole and undefiled” in the as- 
sertion of the procession of the Holy Ghost 
from the Father through the Son. 

In accordance with the position stated in the 
Introduction, the trumpets concern the Church 
in the East; the State in the West. 

The vessels affect the Church in the West; the 
State in the East. 

Upon the principle of action and reaction of 
the East and the West upon each other, the 
sixth vessel develops religious, moral and social 
questions in the West; secular, political and 
financial ones in the East. Consequently the sit- 
uation always identifies itself; and exactly in 
proportion to the ripening of the pear of the 
crisis the pear being the condition of the East; 
the ripening, the action upon it of influences 
from the West. 

The symbolism of the Revelation is drawn 
from a stock of association of ideas common to 
all the Scriptures, and is therefore wholly inde- 
pendent of the other books of the Sacred Canon. 


LIST OF WRITERS CONSULTED. 


List of the writers consulted in whole or in 
part by the Author: 

Alford, Rev. H. 

Bale, Bishop 

Barnes, Rev. Albert 

Bengel 

Bible Readers’ Com. 

Bickersteth, Rt. Rev. E. H. 

Bloomfield, Rev. S. T. 

Brewer, S, S. 
Brown, Rev. David 

Brown, Rev. Fortune C. 

Burkitt 

Cowles, Henry, Rev. 

Croly, M. A., Rev. George 

‘Crosby, D.D., Rev. Howard 

Cummings, D.D., F.R.S., Rev. John 

De Burgh, W. 

Doddridge. 


List of Writers. 


Doyly & Mant. 

Dupui, Rev. James 
Ellicott, Bishop 

Elliott, E. H. 
Encyclopedia Britannica 
Fleming, V.D.M., Rev. Robert 
Fuller, D.D., Rev. Samuel 
Gill, Rev. John 

Grotius, H. 

Harvey Bennet, Rev. 
Hurd, Bishop 

Keys to the Word. 

Lange 

Lord, Rev. David W. 


Mann, Rev. Joel, (of which writer the author 
would beg leave to express his high appreciation 
for his unique and forcible view of Eastern 
Christendom, as a factor in the scheme of Rev- 
elation, in which view he stands alone amongst 


all of the writers consulted.) 
McDonald, Rev. James 
Milligan, Prof. Intern. Com. 
Newton, Bishop 

Owen, Dr. John 


List of \Writers. Xi 


Paton, Rev. J. 

Patrick, Lowth, Arnold, Whitby & Lowman 
Pool, Matthew 

Richeno, M.A., J. 

Roberts, D.D., Rev. Francis, Rector, Church, 
Winglow 

Rogers, Rev. G. 

Scott, Thomas 

Simpson, Rev. David 

Slight, Benjamin, Rev. 

Speaker’s Com. 

Stuart, Moses 

They of the Bible 

Todd, J. H. 

Townsend, Rev. G. 

Wickes, Thomas, Rev. 

Wordsworth, Rt. Rev. Chr. 


PRELIMINARY NOTE. 


WONDERFUL as is the Apocalypse, alike in cast 
and scope, it is not less wonderful in the story of 
its fortunes at the hand of man. From the second 
to the nineteenth century some eighty or more 
writers of systematic commentaries of note have 
exercised their pens upon it, and of fragmentary 
writers the name is legion. The systematic 
writers practically divide themselves into eight 
groups of expositors. 

The first in order, both logical and chronologi- 
cal, is the Historico-Topical. It was to such 
readers and hearers that S. John wrote, for the 
Jew has ever been a walking library of history. 
Beginning virtually with Adam, and ending on 
this scene with Adam’s youngest son, he remains 
the elect of God, although Israel after the flesh 
may for awhile, as the past has but too plainly 
shown, be cast out and treated as the offscouring 
of the earth. Justly regarding himself as the 
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special favorite of the Most High, his great need 
was the inculcation of the duty of repentance 
toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ. These were the topics first of all to be 
pressed upon the consideration of the Jew, that 
through the great power of the Holy Ghost, he 
might, by due improvement of such teaching, be- 
hold the scheme of the Apocalypse as a dramatic 
representation of the inception, progress and 
triumphant consummation of man’s reconciliation 
to God. Stimulated by the glowing pages of 
Daniel and the prophets, no sooner did he become 
carnally minded than he fell an easy prey to the 
seductive idea of a mere temporal kingdom of the 
Messiah. 

y Hence the rise, under Cerinthus in the last time, 
of the Pre-millennial School. This heresiarch 
blind to the divine character of the true Messiah, 
inevitably held to gross as well as false concep- 
tions of His reign. It has been charged upon this 
school, that it had no place for either Jews or 
martyrs, and it would seem unjustly, for, being 
themselves largely Jews and liable at that moment 
with or without their consent to be turned into 
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martyrs, modesty evidently forbade the obtru- 
sion upon the scene of their own personality. The 
mention in the Apocalypse of a period of a thou- 
sand years, serves but to give an arithmetical sym- 
metry to their teaching, and to fortify them in 
their assumed position, vig.: that of the personal 
reign of Christ for a thousand years upon earth 
before he comes to judge the wicked. To some 
minds such a view was, during the time of heath- 
en persecution, actually.a solace. 

The accession of Constantine put an end to the 
impulse furnished by persecution, and the cry 
now was that the millennium had indeed come, 
and that the Church was thus to be rewarded for 
all her sufferings in the past. Hence the appear- 
ance of the Preterist School. This school con- 
siders that the successive statements of the Reve- 
lation apply to the history of the Jewish nation 
down to the destruction of Jerusalem, and to the 
history of pagan Rome. The scene, how- 
ever, quickly changed, and the subsequent 
events of the fourth century contrasted 
sadly with such a thought. To meet this 
difficulty the Spiritual School advanced the 
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following view,—a view sanctioned by the 
venerable Augustine of Hippo, wiz.: That 
“the Book of the Revelation contains warning and 
consolatory prophecies concerning the great lead- 
ing forces which make their appearance in the 
conflict between Christ and the enemy. So full 
are its contents that every age may learn there- 
from more and more, against what disguises of 
the serpent one has to guard himself, and also 
how the afflicted church at all times receives its 
measure of courage and of consolation.” The ab- 
stract nature of its teaching and the absence from 
it of any solution of the problem of the thousand 
years, rendered all the more natural the up- 
growth of the elaborate and comprehensive 
scheme of the Continuous, 7. e., the strictly His- 
torical School. The school so named has certain- 
ly strong claims upon the tender solicitude of all 
who sympathize with the laboring classes. For it 
is called upon to bear not only the load of its own 
responsibility, but is also held answerable for all 
that is done in the historical line by the schools 
elsewhere mentioned, notably by the pre-millen- 
nial school, whose modern representatives often 
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make use of such characteristic features of its 
system of interpretation as they may deem avail- 
able for their purposes, and hence are sometimes 
confounded with it. 

This school, beginning with the ninth century, 
gradually progressed in its subjective develop- 
ment until the seventeenth, in which century it 
reached, in 1665, that phase which it has ever 
since retained. It has in too many instances 
been smirched with some of the characteristics 
of the Arithmetico-Conjectural School, or those 
who use the Bible as a sacred almanac from which 
to learn the coming ecclesiastical weather, and 
consequently been saddled with its responsibili- 
ties. That school, represented in even the apos- 
tolic age, signalized its medieval career by pre- 
dicting the end of the world at the close of A. D. 
1000. From that date on to the present moment 
this great globe has persistently failed to come 
to an end, all their predictions to the contrary 
notwithstanding. Their all-absorbing thought 
would seem to be that the open sesame for the 
disclosure to mortal man of the counsels of His 
will whose ways are past finding out and whose 
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judgments are unsearchable, is—arithmetic. In 
the order of nature, the palm bears dates; with 
them dates bear the palm. No wonder, then, that 
their scheme should be so fruitful in its untoward 
consequences, and when submitted to the test of 
time should invariably come to naught; and all 
by reason of their confounding the arithmetic of 
theology with the theology of arithmetic. 

Such results naturally tended to prepare the 
way for the rise of the Futurist School, who would 
fain persuade us that the writings of the Seer of 
Patmos are not to be understood until the Day 
of Judgment, as it alone can expound a book 
written expressly for the use of many before that 
time. Well may it be said “it is clear that there 
can be no discussion as to the accuracy or inac- 
curacy of the results of this system of interpre- 
tation in any of its forms. The Future defies 
criticism.” 

‘And now, by way of winding up the long pro- 
cession of a legion of clashing commentators, 
appears upon the scene the Rationalistic 
School. This school kindly proceeds to 
-Telieve the other schools from all their 
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difficulties of mind and embarrassments of 
position by assuring them that there is nothing 
whatever to be understood, and that the Revela- 
tion reveals only the cleverness and audacity of 
an enthusiastic visionary of amplest proportions. 
Nevertheless, “it is written,’ “It is not ye that 
speak but the Holy Ghost;”’ “He that despiseth, 
despiseth not man but God, who also hath given 
unto us His Holy Spirit;” “I say unto you, all 
manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven 
unto men, but the blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men ;” “I was in 
the Spirit on the Lord’s Day.” 

The following exposition, while strictly of the 
historical, that is, continuous school, is within 
those lines entirely independent of all other 
writers, and holds itself directly responsible for 
all of its conclusions, views and statements. It 
contains no plea for any of its positions, for, as in 
the matter of the adoption of the United States 
Constitution, it was said that it needed no formal 
bill of rights, since, as a grant of power from 
the States, it was itself a bill of rights; so in the 
matter of such positions no plea is requisite, inas- 
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much as by their appeal to history for their facts, 
and to the Nicene Creed as the sum of ‘Holy 
Scripture for their truths, they are in themselves 
a challenge to all comers to overthrow them if 
they can. It conjectures nothing concerning any- 
thing that it asserts. “I believe, therefore have I 
spoken,” is the spirit of all its categorical terms. 
It speaks in the spirit of a faith based upon evi- 
dence—evidence that shrinks not from the ordeal 
of the grand assize in the Last Day. It does not 
spend its time in demonstrating accepted truths 
and acknowledged facts; neither does it weary 
its readers with the bootless clash of discordant 
and irreconcilable schools of thought; but, on the 
contrary, furnishing them with a list of exposi- 
tors used in part or in whole, it leaves them to 
do their own reading when not content with what 
meets the eye. 

Acquaintance with the views of writers repre- 
senting all the schools mentioned in the prelimi- 
nary note has only served to strengthen the con- 
viction of the correctness of the course pursued, 
a course that has met with cordial appreciation 
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by earnest and thoughtful spirits among both 
clergy. and laity. 

And here some may say as did on a certain 
occasion one of the original twelve, “To what pur- 
pose 1s this waste?’ Why should so much time 
and effort be spent upon what would seem, at 
first sight, to be at once so impracticable and’ un- 
satisfactory? 

Do counterfeiters ever employ their time or 
expend. their artifices upon the imitation of base 
metal and unrecognized: bank paper? So does 
Satan perplex the minds and mislead the thoughts 
of earnest, devoted servants of Christ, lest: the 
light of the glorious Gospel of the blessed God 
that blazes in this His emphatically twice-blessed 
Book should shine in all brightness into the hearts 
of the children of men. 

What, then, the remedy for what at first sight 
might well seem little else than confusion worse 
confounded? What so effective as that of closely 
following the instructions of the author of the 
Revelation and of His inspired prophets and 
apostle ? 

‘Amongst them are these sayings: “The secret 
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things belong unto the Lord, our God; but those 
things that are revealed belong unto us and to 
our children forever, that we may do all the words 
of this law.” (Deut. 24:20.) “It is not for 
you to know the times or the seasons which the 
Father hath put in His own power.” (Acts 
1: 7.) “But of that day and that hour knoweth 
no man; no, not even the angels which are in 
heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. (Matt. 
24:36.) “But can ye not discern the signs of the 
times?” (Matt. 16:3.) “If any man will do 
His will he shall know of the doctrine.” (S. John 
7: 17.) “Thine enemies shall lay thee even 
with the ground and thy children within thee; 
and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon 
another, because thou knewest not the time of thy 
visitation.” (S. Luke 19: 43-45.) 

‘And it were well to keep in mind that faithful 
echo of the Word of God—the Nicene Creed. 
How imperative the duty of thus honoring this 
statement of Divine truth, is plainly shown by 
the fact, that it is a test of correctness of position 
which countless commentators have entirely 
ignored with a temerity and a unanimity simply 
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marvellous. And as a just and -natural conse- 
quence, these selfsame commentators by such 
treatment of this symbol of the faith, make inevi- 
table the wretched and mischievous clash of their 
respective systems of interpretation. In strict 
accord with the teaching of that creed, it may in 
all reason be assumed that S. John wrote in a lan- 
guage, both as to words and symbols, that could 
be readily understood by those to whom he ad- 
dressed the Apocalypse. 

Acting, then, upon this supposition, we regard 
the book as Christ’s epistle to the Church Militant 
here in earth, concerning events reaching from the 
Day of Pentecost to the Day of Judgment, and, 
therefore, necessarily inclusive of the conse- 
quences of that judgment. These cvents are dis- 
tributed between seven periods, represented by 
the churches named in the order of their assign- 
ment.* 

The church so addressed in the second and 


*In pursuance of this view, with the exception 
of a brief historical sketch of the cities from which they 
take their names, but slight mention is made of these 
churches, and accordingly for description of their local 
features and subsequent career, the reader is referred to 
Bible commentaries and books of travel. 
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third chapters in its mortal vicissitudes in the 
last time, 1. e., the ministration of the Spirit, is in 
the twenty-first and twenty-second chapters re- 
vealed in all her glory as the Church Triumphant 
upon the new earth under the new heaven. 

This earth is the grand theatre of action, and its 
stage the Roman Empire as it existed in the time 
of S. John, and for centuries afterward, with its 
respective eastern.and western wings. Upon this 
stage the grand drama of probation moves: on 
with nicely adjusted relations through all: its 
respective acts and scenes. 

From the sixth to the end of the eleventh 
chapters, these acts and scenes. chiefly concern 
the eastern wing of the stage, although necessari- 
ly involving the western. From the twelfth to the 
twentieth chapters they chiefly concern the west- 
ern wing, although also affecting the eastern. 

Seven being the number of perfection, the seals 
represent His perfect and unalterable purposes 
concerning the Catholic Church Militant to the 
end of Constantine’s day, whilst the trumpets rep- 
resent His dispensations toward His Church, 
especially in the eastern part of the Roman. Em- 
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pire, and the vials His wrath against His ene- 
mies and hers, particularly in the western part 
thereof. 

The Revised Version of the New Testament 
(the one used in this work, the references peing 
from the version of 1611) is of immense value for 
the purpose of bringing out the force of the Greek 
tenses, especially in those portions of the Apoca- 
lypse in which S. John is represented as being in 
the Spirit; 7 e., empowered by the Holy Ghost 
to see and hear the things revealed, which por- 
tions are to be regarded as their rehearsal behind 
the curtain of the heavens previous to their re- 
production on the stage of human action—ages, 
it may be, after such rehearsal—their scope ex- 
tending in some instances beyond the judgment 
of the quick and the dead. 

By way of illustration of what has just been 
said of the Revised Version, let us give a glance 
at: certain portions of the Revelation, where we 
read, in the fourth chapter at the ninth and tenth 
verses: “And when the Living Creatures shall 
give glory and honor and thanks to Him that sit- 
teth on the Throne, to Him that liveth forever and 
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ever, the four and twenty Elders shall fall down 
before Him that sitteth on the Throne, and shall 
worship Him that liveth forever and ever, and 
shall cast their crowns before the Throne.” 

In the fifth chapter, at the eighth verse, it is 
written: “And when he had taken the Book, the 
four Living Creatures and the four and twenty 
Elders fell down before the Lamb, having each 
one a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, 
which are the prayers of the Saints.” 

In the eleventh chapter, the fifteenth and six- 
teenth verses: “And the seventh Angel sounded ; 
and there followed great voices ‘n Heaven, and 
they said, The Kingdom of the World is become 
the Kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ: and 
he shall reign forever and ever, and the four and 
twenty elders, which sit before God on their 
thrones, fell upon their faces, and worshipped 
God.” 

In the nineteenth chapter, from the first to the 
fifth verse, it is written: “After these things, I 
heard, as it were, a great voice of a great multi- 
tude in Heaven, saying, Hallelujah; salvation, 
and glory, and power belong to our God. And the 
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four and twenty Elders and the four Living 
Creatures fell down and worshipped God, that sit- 
teth on the Throne, saying Amen, Hallelujah.” 

Thus do we see, from the very force of the 
tenses employed, that whilst the worship of God 
in Heaven is incessant, the special acts of worship 
mentioned in the Scripture quoted, are occasional 
only and strictly relative to marked and all-con- 
trolling events in the history of man and his re- 
demption ; viz., the First, the opening of the Seven 
Seals; the Second, at the blast of the Seventh 
Trumpet; the Third, at the outpouring of the 
Seventh Vial. 

The Revelation having been written for the 
comfort and edification of the Church of Christ, 
under the “Ministration of the Spirit,” naturally 
tends to prepare the Children of God to realize 
the more fully what a glorious inheritance is 
theirs, to yield a cheerful submission to their Fa- 
ther’s will; to enable them “to stand in their lot,” 
“to understand their epoch,” and to heed the voice 
of Him who hath said, “Hear what the Spirit 
saith unto the Churches,” and, last and best of all, 
it leads the soul to the Saviour of Mankind, pros- 
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trates it at the feet of Him who in vision was seen 
by the Seer at Patmos, and there reveals to it the 
“exceeding great and precious” truth that “in 
Him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge,” and of whom it is said to Christians, 
who of God is made 
unto us wisdom and righteousness and sanctifica- 
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“Ye are complete in Him, 


tion and redemption.” 


SAINT JOHN IN PATMOS. 


CHAPTER I. 


V. 1, 2. “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, 
which God gave him to show unto his servants, 
even the things which must shortly come to pass: 
and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his 
servant John; who bare witness of the word of 
God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, even 
of all things that he saw.” 

The Revelation from God the Father to Christ 
our Lord, of events decreed in His infinite wis- 
dom, and by that wisdom suddenly to be brought 
to pass ; which Revelation is by our Lord, through 
the ministry of an angel, symbolically announced 
to His servant John, who as an eye-witness re- 
cords the same, and so declares it to the Church 
of God. 

V. 3. “Blessed is he that readeth, and they 
that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the 
things which are written therein: for the time is 
at hand.” 

Blessing pronounced upon the public reading, 
earnest attention to, and faithful compliance with 
the things written in the record entrusted to the 
Seer in the Isle that is called Patmos. 
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“The time is at hand” ; 7. e., the Last Time—the 
“Ministration of the Spirit.” The “Ministration 
of the Spirit” affords the opportunity for the de- 
velopment of the gracious purposes of God con- 
cerning the Church of Christ. These purposes 
are successively made known in His wise Provi- 
dence. 

V. 4-6. “John to the seven churches which 
are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, from Him 
which is and which was and which is to come; 
and from the seven Spirits which are before His 
throne; and from Jesus Christ, who is the faith- 
ful witness, the first born of the dead, and the 
ruler of the kings of the earth. Unto Him that 
loveth us, and loosed us from our sins by His 
blood; and He made us to be a kingdom, to be 
priests unto His God and Father; to Him be the 
glory and the dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen.” 

Salutation of S. John to the Seven Churches 
in Proconsular Asia; 7. e., Western Asia Minor. 
Benediction from each person of the Godhead. 
Ascription of glory and dominion to the Lamb 
for the exalted blessings bestowed by Him upon 
the Redeemed. 

V. 7. “Behold, he cometh with the clouds; 
and every eye shall see him, and they which 
pierced him; and all the tribes of the earth shall 
mourn over him. Even so, Amen.” 

His coming to judgment, and consequent reve- 
lation to all mankind, and especially to those 
“which pierced Him.” The effect of that coming 
upon all the kindreds of the earth, bringing their 
sin to remembrance, whether for “Godly sorrow, 
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leading to repentance,” or whether for the “sor- 
row of the world, working death.” 

V. 8. “I am the Alpha and the Omega, saith 
the Lord God, which is and which was and which 
is to come, the Almighty.” 

All creation and its experiences in His hands. 
“He is before all things, and by Him all things 
consist.” 

V.g. “I John, your brother and partaker with 
you in the tribulation and kingdom and patience 
which are in Jesus, was in the Isle that is called 
Patmos, for the word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus.” 

Fellowship of Christ’s people in His sufferings 
during the continuance of their probationary 
state. S. John a partaker in the same, in Pat- 
mos. 


* Patmos, sometimes written Pathmos, sometimes Pat 
mos, also called Palmosa and Palmessa, and by the na- 
tives Patino, is one of the “Sporodes,” 1. e., Scattered 
Islands. It lies in the Icarian portion of the A°gean Sea, 
between Samos and Naxos, “forty miles W. by S. from 

|. the promontory of Miletus,” and twenty-eight miles from 
Samos, in North Latitude 37° 20’, East Longitude 26° 
35. It is ten miles in length, and its greatest breadth 
six miles. A bay (Patmo) on the East, and two bays 
(one of them Merika) on the West, leaving but a nar- 
tow isthmus between them, divide the island into two 
nearly equal parts. The hills, the highest of which is 
nine hundred and fifty feet high, “command magnificent 
views of the neighboring sea and islands.” About mid- 
way and to the left of the path leading from the Bay Pat- 
mo or La Scala, to the town close by the Monastery of 
“John the Divine,” which stands on the top of a hill on 
the southern part of the Island, is a grotto called the 
“Cave of the Apocalypse.” The Monastery was founded 
by, Christodouls (Bondservant of Christ), under the 
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V. 10, rz. “I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s 
day, and I heard behind me a great voice, as ofa 
trumpet, saying, What thou seest, write in a book, 
and send it to the seven churches; unto Ephesus, 
and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamum, and unto 
Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, 
and unto Laodicea.” 

On the Lord’s day, upon being empowered by 
the Holy Ghost to see things otherwise invisible to 
mortal man, he is summoned by a great Voice as 
of a trumpet, to the discharge of his duties as 
recording witness of “what he saw,” and chosen 
organ of communication to the Seven Churches 
here mentioned by their respective local names. 

V. 12. “And I turned to see the voice which 
spake with me. And having turned I saw seven 
golden candlesticks ;” 

Having obeyed the voice, he beholds in a vision: 

V. 13-16. “and in the midst of the candle- 
sticks one like unto a son of man, clothed with a 
garment down to the foot, and girt about at the 
breasts with a golden girdle. And his head and 
his hair were white as white wool, white as snow; 
and his eyes were as a flame of fire; and his feet 
like unto burnished brass, as if it had been refined 
in a furnace; and his voice as the voice of many 
waters. And he had in his right hand seven stars: 
and out of his mouth proceeded a sharp two- 


explicit sanction of the Emperor Alexius Comnenus, who 
in 1088, granted by a “golden bull” the Island to him for 
that purpose. 

The Revelation was vouchsafed to S. John in A. D. 
95, and given at Ephesus to the Church, 96-101. (Con- 
densed from various writers.) 
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edged sword: and his countenance was as the sun 
shineth in his strength.” 

Christ-Sovereign, Warder of the Grave and 
Spirit World Unseen, in his majesty, glory and 
power, in the midst of the “Church Militant here 
in earth,” with His own “right hand” commission- 
ing and empowering in all subsequent ages His 
ambassadors, here called the “Angels of the 
Churches.” 

V. 17-20. “And when I saw him, I fell at his 
feet as one dead. And he laid his right hand 
upon me, saying, Fear not; I am the first and the 
last, and the Living one; and I was dead, and be- 
hold, I am alive for evermore, and I have the keys 
of death and Hades. Write, therefore, the things 
which thou sawest, the things which are, and the 
things which shall come to pass hereafter; the 
mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in 
my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. 
The seven stars are the angels of the seven 
churches: and the seven candlesticks are the 
seven churches.” 

Overcome by the exceeding “weight of glory” 
“manifested” by the Son of Man, he falls at his 
feet as one dead, and is instantly revived and re- 
assured by the succoring Hand of the Living 
One, the Death of Death, and Sovereign Warder. 
of. the Grave, and Spirit World Unseen: He 
commands him to record alike, events of the 
“Ministration of the Spirit” already past, those of 
his own time, and those of the ages to come 
through the entire range of their assigned future. 
All of these events are comprised within the 
Seven Church Periods named respectively : Ephe- 
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sus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Phila- 
‘delphia and Laodicea. These symbolical Candle- 
sticks, through symbolical stars, Church Ambas- 
sadors—here called their Angels—are warned 
and encouraged according to their respective 
needs and deserts. 
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CHAPTER II. 


EPHEsus, the capital of the Proconsular por- 
tion of Asia Minor, and formerly a city of the 
Ionian Confederation, was, according to an an- 
cient tradition, indebted for its foundation to 
Ephesus, “son of the river Cayster and Cresus, a 
native of the soil.” It was also assigned an 
Amazonian origin both individual and collective. 
The name itself meaning from its origin both 
hurling and appeal, affords scope for all these 
traditions, as well as for the sober historical 
origin claimed for it by the historian Strabo. 
Prominent in commercial and political spheres, 
it was known in the ecclesiastical world as an 
eminent Christian See, ranking with Antioch. 

In 431 A. D., it was honored by its selection as 
the place of session of a general council. After 
various vicissitudes at the hands of different na- 
tions, it was at last crushed between the upper 
and nether millstone of the Roman Empire and 
the Turkish Power, and finally suffered extinction 
from the combined influences of malaria and Mo- 
hammedanism. 

V. 1-7. “To the angel of the church im 
Ephesus write: 

“These things saith he that holdeth the seven 
stars in his right hand, he that walketh in the 
midst of the seven golden candlesticks. I know 
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thy works, and thy toil and patience, and that thou 
canst not bear evil men, and didst try them which 
call themselves apostles, and they are not, and 
didst find them false; and thou hast patience 
and didst bear for my name sake, and hast not 
grown weary. But I have this against thee, that 
thou didst leave thy first love. Remember, 
therefore, from whence thou art fallen, and repent, 
and do the first works; or else I come to thee, and 
will move thy ¢andlestick out of its place, except 
thou repent. But this thou hast, that thou hatest 
the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith to the churches. To him that overcometh, 
to him will I give to eat of the tree of life, which 
is in the Paradise of God.” 

Message to the Angel of the Church in 
Ephesus: a church period extending from the 
Day of _Pentecost,.A. D, 33,-to*the ‘end ofthe 
Apostles’ time, a period including two seals. 

Smyrna shares with Ephesus in the myth of an 
Ephesian origin, and is in fact, of Ephesian foun- 
dation. Situated advantageously for commerce 
and delightfully for residence, it has held its own 
amidst all the chances and changes of this mortal 
life and is still a flourishing city. At one time an 
/Eolian city, it afterward became a member of the 
Tonian Confederacy, and eventually passed from 
Roman into Turkish hands. It is the one excep- 
tion in all the history of Turkish domination that 
it was not only spared by the Turks, but even 
revived under their auspices. 

V. 8-11. “And to the angel of the church in 
Smyrna write: 
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“These things saith the first and the last, which 
was dead and lived again: I know thy tribulation 
and thy poverty (but thou art rich), and the 
blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and 
they are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. Fear 
not the things which thou art about to suffer: be- 
hold the devil is about to cast some of you in 
prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have 
tribulation ten days. Be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee the crown of life. He that 
hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to 
the churches. He that overcometh shall not be 
hurt of the second death.” 

Message to the Angel of the Church in 
Smyrna: a period reaching from A. D. Ioo, to 
A. D. 337, and including five seals. 

PERGAMOS was originally a berg; 1. e., a fortifi- 
cation of considerable strength and situated on 
the top of a conical hill. It subseqnently became 
a city formed around the base of this hill, hav- 
ing the fortress for its citadel. Its great natural 
strength induced Lysimacus, one of Alexander’s 
generals, to select it for the preservation of his 
enormous wealth, amounting to 9,000 talents. His 
appointed custodian, Philetoeris, though for a 
long time faithful to his charge, at last, from re- 
sentment towards the wife of Lysimacus, suc- 
cessfully declared for independence, and trans- 
mitted his crown to a number of successors. 
Its vast library of 200,000 volumes, founded by 
Eumenes (private secretary to Alexander the 
Great), was added by Cleopatra to that of Alex- 
andria, and perished with it under the Caliph 
Omar. It was styled by Pliny, by far the most 
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illustrious city of Asia. The famous physician 
Galen was born in this city, and here also was a 
temple to A®sculapius as its tutelary deity. It 
has given its name to a well-known material for 
writing, parchment, or papyrus paper from Perga- 
mos. 

V. 12-17. “And to the angel of the church 
in Pergamum write: 

“These things saith he that hath the sharp 
two-edged sword: I know where thou dwellest, 
even where Satan’s throne is; and thou holdest 
fast my name, and didst not deny my faith, even 
in the days of Antipas my witness, my faithful 
one. who was killed among you, where Satan 
dwelleth. But I have a few things against thee, 
because thou hast there some that hold the teach- 
ing of Balaam, who taught Balak to cast a stum- 
bling block before the children of Israel, to eat 
things sacrificed to idols, and to commit fornica- 
tion. So hast thou, also, some that hold the teach- 
ing of the Nicolaitans in like manner. Repent, 
therefore, or else I come to thee quickly, and I 
will make war against them with the sword of my 
mouth: He that hath an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit saith to the churches. To him that 
overcometh, to him will I give of the hidden 
manna, and I will give him a white stone, and 
upon the stone a new name written, which no one 
knoweth but he that receiveth it.” 

Message to the Angel of the Church in Perga- 
mos: a period from A. D. 337 to A. D. 484, and 
including the first four of the Seven Trumpets. 

THYATIRA, “now called Ak-Hisar, or the White 
Castle,” a town of that part of Asia called Lydia, 
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was of Macedonian origin, and was afterward 
made a military post. It was no small honor con- 
ferred by inspiration upon an inhabitant of that 
place by the mention in the Acts of the Apostles 
of the name Lydia, for her home, apparently the 
least prominent of all the Seven Cities, is second 
only to Laodicea in emphatic notice, and comes 
next to Smyrna and Philadelphia in exemption 
from rebuke and warning, and in bestowment of 
gracious promises. 

V. 18-29. “And to the angel of the church in 
Thyatira write: These things saith the Son of 
God, who hath his eyes like a flame of fire, and 
his feet are like unto burnished brass: I know 
thy works and thy love, and faith, and ministry, 
and patience, and that thy last works are more 
than the first. But I have this against thee, that 
thou sufferest the woman Jezebel, which calleth 
herself a prophetess; and she teacheth and se- 
duceth my servants to commit fornication, and 
to eat things sacrificed to idols. And I gave her 
time that she should repent; and she willeth not 
to repent of her fornication. Behold, I do cast her 
into a bed, and them that commit adultery with 
her into great tribulation, except they repent of 
her works. And I will kill her children with 
death; and all the churches shall know that I am 
he that searcheth the reins and hearts: And I 
will give unto each one of you according to your 
works. But to you I say, to the rest that are in 
Thyatira, as many as have not this teaching, which 
know not the deep things of Satan, as they say; 
I cast upon you none other burden. Howbeit 
that which ye have, hold fast till I come. And he 
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that overcometh, and he that keepeth my works 
unto the end, to him will I give authority over the 
nations; and he shall rule them with a rod of 
iron, as the vessels of the potter are broken to 
shivers; as I also have received of my Father; 
and I will give him the morning star. He that 
hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to 
the churches.” 

Message to the Angel of the Church in Thyati- 
ra: a period from A. D. 484 to A. D. 1689, and 
including the fifth and sixth Trumpets and the 
first three Vials. 


Saint John in Patmos. 13 


CHAPTER III. 


Sarpis, the capital of Lydia until its capture 
by Cyrus, who carried it by assault on its only 
unprotected side, was a city of great magnifi- 
cence and splendor. Despite earthquakes and its 
varied fortunes, it continued to be the seat of 
wealth and luxury down to the early years of the 
fifteenth century (1402). At that period it was 
destroyed by the Tartar Timur “the Lame,” and 
is now known as the miserable village of Sart. 
Amongst the very earliest commentators on the 
Apocalypse was the Bishop of Sardies, Melito 
by name, who held that See (about A. D. 170), 
within three-quarters of a century of the time of 
S. John in Patmos. 

V. 1-6. “And to the angel of the church in 
Sardis write: These things saith he that hath the 
seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know 
thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, 
and thou art dead. Be thou watchful, and stab- 
lish the things that remain, which were ready to 
die; for I have found no works of thine fulfilled 
before my God. Remember, therefore, how thou 
hast received and didst hear; and keep it, and re- 
pent. If, therefore, thou shalt not watch, I will 
come as a thief, and thou shalt not know what 
hour I will come upon thee. But thou hast a 
few names in Sardis which did not defile their 
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garments; and they shall walk with me in white; 
for they are worthy. He that overcometh shall 
thus be arrayed in white garments; and I will in 
no wise blot his name out of the Book of Life, 
and I will confess his name before my Father and 
before his angels. He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith to the churches.” 

Message to the Angel of the Church of Sardis: 
a period from A. D. 1689 to the Millennium and 
including the fourth, fifth and six Vials, the 
seventh Trumpet, and the seventh Vial. 

PHILADELPHIA, now better known in the East 
by its modern name Allah-Schehr, City of God, 
was founded by Attalus Philadelphus, the brother 
of the founder of Pergamos. Comparatively small 
in extent, it has achieved imperishable renown 
through the valor of its inhabitants standing for 
their rights and liberties, and obtaining even from 
their Turkish assailants extraordinarily favorable 
terms of surrender. Of this city even the infidel 
writer Gibbon, is constrained to write thus: “At 
a distance from the sea, forgotten by the em- 
perors, encompassed on all sides by the Turks, 
her valiant sons defended their religion and free- 
dom above fourscore years and at length capitu- 
lated (in 1390), the proudest of the Ottomans 
(Bajazet). Among the Greek colonies and 
churches of Asia, Philadelphia is still erect; a 
column* in a scene of ruins, a pleasing example 
that the paths of honor and safety may sometimes 
be the same.” 


*“Him that overcometh I will make a pillar in the 
temple of my God.’—Rey. 3: 12. 
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V. 7-13. “And to the angel of the church of 
Philadelphia write: 

“These things saith he that is holy, he that is 
true, he that hath the key of David, he that 
openeth, and none shall shut, and that shutteth, 
and none openeth: I know thy works (behold, 
I have set before thee a door opened, which none 
can shut), that thou hast a little power, and didst 
keep my word, and didst not deny my name. Be- 
hold, I give of the synagogue of Satan, of them 
which say they are Jews, and they are not, but do 
lie; behold, I will make them to come and wor- 
ship before my feet, and to know that I have loved 
thee. Because thou didst keep the word of my 
patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of 
trial, that hour which is to come upon the whole 
world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 
I come quickly: hold fast that which thou hast, 
that no one take thy crown. He that overcometh, 
I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God, 
and he shall go out thence no more; and I will 
write upon him the name of my God, and the 
name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, 
which cometh down out of heaven from my God, 
and mine own new name. He that hath an ear, 
let him hear what the Spirit saith to the churches.” 

Message to the Angel of the Church in Phila- 
delphia: the period of the Millennium. 

LaopIcEA was subsequently so named by Antio- 
chus in honor of his afterward (through military 
necessity) repudiated wife, Laodice. It was a 
very ancient city of Phrygia, as is evident from its 
being assigned three other names, vizg.: Cydrara— 
illustrious, Diospolis—City of Jupiter, and Rhoas. 
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Its modern Turkish name is Eski-Hisar, old 
castle. Opulent and self-sufficient, earthquake 
itself could not shake it out of its self-compla- 
cency. Hence it distained to receive help in 
building up what the earthquake pulled down. 
True to the darker side of its character as por- 
trayed in Revelation, its church sided in turn with 
Catholic and heretic, the same bishop of that See 
in one instance acting on both occasions. And 
yet, scored as it is with greater severity than the 
other churches of the seven, it is, as the sequel 
shows, blessed beyond them all. 

Self-sufficient, however, as it was, it at last suc- 
cumbed to the inevitable, and in 1402, at the hands 
of Tamerlane* met with its effectual quietus. 

V. 14-22. “And to the angel of the church in 
Laodicea write: 

“These things saith the Amen, the faithful and 
rue witness, the beginning of the creation of God: 
I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor 
hot; I would thou wert cold or hot. So because 
thou art lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I 
will spew thee out of my mouth. Because thou 
sayest, I am rich, and have gotten riches, and have 
need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art 
the wretched one, and the miserable, and poor, 
and blind and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me 
gold refined by fire, that thou mayest become 
rich; and white garments, that thou mayest clothe 
thyself, and that the shame of thy nakedness be 
not made manifest; and eye salve to anoint thine 


Gao Mee of Timur (Iron Strong) Lenk (Lame 
One). 
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eyes, that thou mayest see. As many as I love, 
I reprove and chasten; be zealous, therefore, and 
repent. Behold, I stand at the door and knock: 
If any man hear my voice and open the door, I 
will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he 
with me. He that overcometh, I will give to him 
to sit down with me in my throne, as I also over- 
came and sat down with my Father in his throne. 
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith to the churches.” 

Message to the Angel of the Church in Laodi- 
cea: a period from the close of the Millennium to 
the end of the Day of Judgment. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


V.1. “After these things I saw, and behold, 
a door opened in heaven, and the first voice 
which I heard, a voice as of a trumpet speaking 
with me, one saying, Come up hither, and I will 
shew thee the things which must come to pass 
hereafter.” 

S. John called to that deeper insight required 
by the exalted plane of the subjects of contem- 
plation, and summoned thereto by our Lord Him- 
self. 

V. 2,3. “Straightway I was in the Spirit: 
and behold, there was a throne set in heaven, and 
one sitting upon the throne; and he that sat was 
to look upon like a jasper stone and a sardius; 
and there was a rainbow round about the throne, 
like an emerald to look upon.” 

He is straightway empowered by the Holy 
Ghost to gaze upon things otherwise unseen by 
mortal man. Vision of a throne and of one sit- 
ting upon it in all His Majesty and splendor—a 
majesty and splendor intimated to the ancient 
mind by the presence of the jasper and the sardine 
stone, whilst the “rainbow round about the throne” 
speaks out with an emphasis divine the great 
truth of a covenant-making, covenant-keeping 
God, who, in the time of Noah, did, by a baptism 
of water, cleanse the old earth from defilement 
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through the sin of its inhabitants, and who shall, 
in the Last Day, transmute it by a baptism of fire 
into the New Earth under the New Heavens. 

V. 4. “And round about the throne were four 
and twenty thrones: and upon the thrones I saw 
four and twenty elders sitting, arrayed in white 
garments; and on their heads crowns of gold.” 

And round about the throne were four and 
twenty thrones, and upon the thrones four and 
twenty “angels” sitting, clothed in white raiment, 
and on their heads crowns of gold. They are, 
by way of great eminence and dignity, called el- 
ders (a term of rank rather than of function), 
and represent the Twelve Patriarchs, and the 
Twelve Apostles, and correspond to the princes of 
the twenty-four courses of the ministry of the 
line of Aaron. 

V. 5. “And out of the throne proceed light- 
nings and voices and thunder. And there were 
seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, 
which are the seven Spirits of God.” 

Visible, and to him audible manifestation of 
the Divine glory, authority and power. The 
“seven lamps of fire’ symbolic of the Holy 
Ghost as manifested in His omniscient nature 
and His sevenfold gift of grace. 

V. 6-8. “And before the throne, as it were a 
glassy sea like unto crystal; and in the midst of 
the. throne, and round about the throne, four 
living creatures full of eyes before and behind. 
And the first creature was like a lion, and the 
second creature like a calf, and the third creature 
had a face as of a man, and the fourth creature 
was like a flying eagle. And the four living crea- 
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tures having each one of them six wings, are full 
of eyes round about and within; and they have 
no rest day and night, saying, “Holy, holy, holy, 
is the Lord God, the Almighty, which was and 
which is and which is to come.’ ”’ 

The infinite eternal calm of the immediate Pres- 
ence of God. The Four Living Creatures in the 
midst of the Throne, illustrative of the Seraphim 
of Isaiah, the Cherubim of Ezekiel, the banner- 
bearing tribes of Israel, the four Gospels, and the 
four orders of creation—man, and bird, beasts 
wild and tame. Their worship of the Most High, 
fervent and ceaseless. 

V. 9-11. “And when the living creatures shall 
give glory, and honor, and thanks to him that sit- 
teth on the throne, to him that liveth forever and 
ever, the four and twenty elders shall fall down 
before him that sitteth on the throne, and shall 
worship him that liveth forever and ever, and 
shall cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 
Worthy art thou, our Lord and our God, to re- 
ceive the glory, and the honor, and the power; 
for thou didst create all things, and because of 
thy will they were, and were created.” 

The prostration-worship and crown-casting be- 
fore the Throne by the Angel-Elders, predictive 
of the opening of the seven-times sealed scroll, the 
blast of the Seven Trumpets, and the outpouring 
of the Seven Vessels. 


Saint John in Patmos. 21 


CHAPTER V. 


V. 1. “And I saw in the right hand of him 
that sat on the throne a book written within and 
on the back, close sealed with seven seals.” 

The sealed scroll “in the right hand of Him that 
sat upon the Throne,” a symbol of the in crutable, 
unalterable and conclusive purpose of the Most 
High. 

V. 2,3. “And I saw a strong angel proclaim- 
ing with a great voice, Who is worthy to open the 
book, and to loose the seals thereof? And no one 
in the heaven, or on the earth, or under the earth 
was able to open the book, or to look thereon.” 

All creation challenged by a strong angel to 
fompreiend them at their own will. Creation 
unable to answer the challenge. 

V. 4. “And I wept much, because no one was 
found worthy to open the book, or to look there- 
on.” 

S. John much distressed thereat. 

V. 5-7. “And one of the elders saith unto me, 
Weep not; behold, the lion that is of the tribe 
of Judah, the root of David, hath overcome, to 
open the book and the seven seals thereof. And 
I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four 
living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, 
a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, 
having seven horns, and seven eyes, which are the 
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seven Spirits of God, sent forth into all the earth. 
And he came, and he taketh it out of the right 
hand of him that sat on the throne.” 

Whereupon, one of the Elders assures him that 
the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the Lamb “stand- 
ing in the midst of the Throne,” who alone hath 
the Spirit of Christ in all His fulness and power, 
is able to make known these purposes to the obedi- 
ent moral creatures of God. 

V. 8-10. ‘And when he had taken the book, 
the four living creatures and the four and twenty 
elders fell down before the Lamb, having each one 
harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which 
are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a 
new song, saying, Worthy art thou to take the 
book, and to open the seal thereof; for thou wast 
slain, and did purchase unto God with thy blood 
men of every tribe, and tongue, and people, and 
nation, and madest them to be unto our God a 
kingdom and priests; and they reign upon the 
earth.” 

Upon His taking the scroll, the worship pre- 
dicted in Chapter 4: 9-11, is now rendered, and 
accompanied by the utterance of a new song of 
praise. 

V. 11-14. “And I saw. and I heard a voice of 
many angels round about the throne and the liv- 
ing creatures and the elders; and the number of 
them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and 
thousands of thousands; saying with a great 
voice, Worthy is the. Lamb that hath been slain 
to receive the power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
might, and honor, and glory, and blessing. And 
every created thing which is in the heaven, and on 
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the earth, and under the earth, and on the sea, 
and all things that are in them, heard I saying, 
Unto Him that sitteth on the throne, and unto 
the Lamb, be the blessing, and the honor, and the 
glory, and the dominion, forever and ever. And 
the four living creatures said, Amen. And the 
elders fell down and worshipped.” 

Innumerable hosts of angels, “and of every 
created thing in heaven, and on the earth, and 
under the earth, and on the sea,” unite in worship 
of Him that sitteth on the throne, and of the 
Lamb. 
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CHAPTER Vi. 


V. 1, 2. “And I saw when the Lamb opened 
one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four 


. living creatures saying, as with a voice of thun- 
* der, Come. And I saw, and behold, a white 


horse, and he that sat thereon had a bow; and 


- there was given unto him a crown; and he came 


forth conquering and to conquer.” 

The Lamb breaking the seal, opens a portion of 
the scroll. The living creature like unto a lion, 
thunders forth the summons, “Come!” S. John 
sees the emblem of a horse, a symbol of victory 
among the Roman emperors, and amongst the 
Jews of war in its most terribly sublime aspect. 
A white horse indicates military authority, civil 
power being represented by a white ass; it also 
indicates the brightness and purity of the imme- 
diate presence of God. Upon the horse sits one 
having a bow, the universal weapon of aboriginal 
man, at that period in national and highly effective 
use in all Israel, and peculiarly descriptive of the 
Cretans. A laurel wreath adorns his brow, the 
victor’s chaplet in the Pythian games, and which 
was the crown of the Roman emperors until the 
time of Aurelian, (A. D. 270-284). He occasion- 
ally, and his successors, uniformly wore the 
diadem. The entire picture is emblematic of 


Christ proclaiming through the instrumentalities 
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of His grace, the gospel of our salvation, and 
by the “still small voice” of the Spirit of God 
carrying the arrow of conviction to the heart of 
hitherto rebellious and unsubdued man, and bring- 
ing him to repentance unto life. All of these 
truths were signally illustrated by the experience 
of the Church of Christ, from the Day of Pente- 
cost to the year 64. During this period, it was 
said of the Gospel of Grace of God, by the Apos- 
tle of the Gentiles, “It is in all the world ;” and by 
him also of the Roman magistrate, ““He is the 
minister of God to thee for good;” while the 
“Apostle of the Circumcision” writes, “Who is he 
that will harm you, if ye be followers of that 
which is good?” An experience in itself, a sure 
pledge of the ultimate triumph of Christ and the 
Church. 

V. 3, 4. “And when He opened the second 
seal, I heard the second living creature saying, 
Come. And another horse came forth, a red 
horse; and to Him that sat thereon it was given 
to take peace from the earth, and that they should 
slay one another; and there was given unto hima 
great sword.” . 

At the breaking of the second seal, the second 
living creature, the calf, utters the word, “Come,” 
and behold a red horse, significant of bloodshed 
and slaughter. To him that sits thereon there is 
most appropriately given a great slaughter knife. 
The emblem means the Roman government, em- 
broiled with foreign nations and also confronted 
with the perils and horrors of.civil war involving 
the utter destruction of the Holy City Jerusalem, 
and the loss of more than a million of Jewish 
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lives. It was also a sign of woe to the followers 
of the Lamb. 

V. 5,6. “And when He opened the third seal, 
I heard the third living creature saying, Come. 
And I saw, and behold, a black horse; and he that 
sat thereon had a balance in his hand. And I 
heard as it were a voice in the midst of the four 
living creature saying, A measure of wheat for 
a penny, and three measures of barley for a pen- 
ny; and the oil and the wine hurt thou not.” 

A third seal is broken, and the voice of what 
had the face of a man now calls attention to the 
emblem presented. It is that of a black horse, his 
rider bearing a balance in his hand. And now 
the voice of the “Lamb in the midst of the living 
creatures” is heard saying, “A measure of wheat 
for a penny, and three measures of barley for a 
penny, and the oil and the wine hurt thou not.” 
This announces the approach of mourning and 
woe and a great scarcity of the necessaries of life, 
and also enjoins special attention to the preser- 
vation of those important products of the earth— 
oil and wine; a state of things realized in its 
fulness at a later time than the period now in- 
cluded—A. D. 96-161. It was during this period 
that the government of the Empire earnestly en- 
deavored to enforce the principle of the fullest 
religious toleration possible from its instinctive 
view-point—a policy of administration which 
reached its acme in the reign of Antonine, sur- 
named the Pious. 

Notwithstanding the fact that by reason of 
either mob violence or by pressure of the local 
populace upon certain imperial subordinates, num- 
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bers were martyred in this reign, and the Church, 
under Antonine, reached her highest degree of 
perfect unity and spiritual health and wealth 
known to her history since the happy day-dawn 
of the Pentecostal gift. 

V. 7, 8 “And when He opened the fourth 
seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living crea- 
ture saying, Come. And I saw, and behold a 
pale horse; and he that sat upon him, his name 
was Death, and Hades followed with him. And 
there was given unto them authority over the 
fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and 
with famine, and with death, and by the wild 
beasts of the earth.” 

‘A fourth seal is now broken, and the likeness 
of a flying eagle announces a pale horse. On him 
sits Death, with whom follows the unseen world 
of disembodied spirits. To them is given, not the 
two-edged, searching, sacrificial slaughter knife 
assigned to the rider on the red horse, but the 
long, broad, heavy, sharp two-edged Thracian 
sword, a symbolical weapon reserved in Holy 
Scriptures to Christ alone, or to the immediate 
unseen agents of His Almighty hand, and with it 
were given famine, death, and the wild beasts 
of the earth, and authority to use all four in the 
fourth part of the Roman earth. This emblem 
of woe, thus far presented, symbolizes the state 
of affairs in the Empire from A. D. 161 to A. D. 
251, a period in which war, famine, pestilence 
and invading barbarian hordes so effectually did 
their frightfully destructive work, that within 
twenty years of its close, utter desolation threat- 
ened the empire, while at last, literal “wild beasts 
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invaded the cities as the natural consequence of the 
decay of man.” The Church in the West, strug- 
gling with foes without and within, assailed by 
heresy, benumbed by worldliness, distracted by 
schism, and groaning under heathen persecution, 
drank more and more deeply of her ever-enlarg- 
ing cup of Christ, her Divine Master and Sover- 
eign Head. 

V.g-11. “And when he opened the fifth seal, 
I saw underneath the altar the souls of them that 
had been slain for the Word of God, and for the 
testimony which they held; and they cried with 
a great voice, saying, How long, O Master, the 
holy and true, doest thou not judge and avenge 
our blood on them that dwell on the earth? And 
there was given them to each one a white robe; 
and it was said unto them, that they should rest 
yet for a little time, until their fellow-servants 
also, and their brethren, which should be killed 
even as they were, should be fulfilled.” 

A distinct group of seals now opens, with a 
most suggestive transfer of the scene from the 
visible to the invisible world. Under the em- 
blem of souls lying under the Altar of Burnt 
Sacrifice, it set forth the truth of the keen, un- 
flagging interest of the disembodied righteous in 
the fortunes of the “Church Militant here in 
earth,” and the righteous indignation of saints in 
Paradise against the murderous cruelty of the foes 
of Christ and His members. 

This rehearsal behind the curtain of the heavens 
of forthcoming events on earth, is in its appointed 
time the middle of the third century, produced 
upon the stage of human action in the Roman Em- 
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pire. For it is the cry of the martyrs in the reign 
of Decius calling for the vengeance of God upon 
those limbs of Satan aforesaid, in behalf of those 
who, for their confession, “faithful unto death,’ 
of that Name which is above every name—Jesus 
the Christ—had been hurried in agony and shame 
from this mortal scene. They are told to abide 
God’s will until the martyrs of their own day un- 
der Valerian, and also those of the Ten Years’ 
Holocaust of the coming Diocletian’s reign, shall 
come to join them. In answer to their strong 
appeal, they are at once invested with high honor 
and advanced to a still more exalted station in 
Paradise. 

V. 12-17. “And I saw when he opened the~/ 
sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake; and 
the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and 
the whole moon became as blood; and the stars 
of the heaven fell unto the earth, as a fig tree 
casteth her unripe figs, when she is shaken of a 
great wind. And the heaven was removed as a 
scroll when it is rolled up; and every mountain 
and island were removed out of their places. And 
the king of the earth, and the princes, and the 
chief captains, and the rich and the strong, and 
every bondman and freeman, hid themselves in 
the caves and in the rocks of the mountains; and 
they say to the mountains and to the rocks, 
Fall on wus, and hide us from the face 
of -him that sitteth on the throne, and 
from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day 
of their wrath has come; and who is able to 
stand ?” 

The scene is now transferred to earth, and the 
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entire stage of the Roman Empire is called into 
requisition. A terrible political convulsion oc- 
curs. The sovereign authority is thrown into con- 
fusion. Its subordinates collapse in utter help- 
lessness. The heathen auspices of administra- 
tion are swept away, and all ranks and stations 
of government—from crown to merest underling, 
together with peasant and slave—stand affrighted 
at the coming wrath of the “Judge of all the 
earth,’ as His anointed servant Constantine ap- 
pears upon the scene at the head of his victorious 
legions, to execute the sentence of His righteous 
will. 

Thus was the great dragon, Heathenism—fit 
symbol of its author, the devil—cast down from 
all places of authority and power, and its neck 
brought beneath the heel of the Faith of the Son 
of God, now crowned upon the throne of the 
Cesars. A day of judgment it was indeed to 
those enemies of Christ and the Church who, con- 
scious of unspeakable cruelties to the members 
of Christ’s Body, trembled in their inmost souls 
lest a righteous doom should overtake them. 

The scene just described is no sooner finished 
than the Seer Apostle is again admitted within the 
curtain of the heavens. 
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CHAPTER’ VII; 


V. 1. “After this I saw four angels standing 
at the four corners of the earth, holding the four 
winds of the earth, that no wind should blow on 
the earth, or on the sea, or upon any tree.” 

And lo! four angels are seen restraining the 
four winds from blowing upon the earth. Four 
being the “signature” of the earth, and the earth 
here mentioned the Roman Empire; and the four 
winds standing for all the points of the compass, 
it necessarily follows that the four angels repre- 
sent the rulers of the four prefectures charged by 
Constantine to see that no injustice be done 
to any class or condition of men, no 
harm come to any, “great or small.” Their 
duty expressly bound them to especially 
protect Christians against the satanic spirit 
of heathenism, a duty most imperative. For the 
Old Serpent, though now cowed into submission, 
was “scotched, not killed,’ but still “nursed his 
wrath to keep it warm,” and in after years raised 
his crest both in and out of the Church, and 
struck with all his force at the very life of the 
Body of Christ—“The Church of the Living 
God, the pillar and ground of the Truth.” 

V. 2. “And J saw another angel ascend from 
the sun-rising, having the seal of the Living God; 
and he cried with a great voice to the four angels 
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to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the 
sea, saying: 

V. 3. “Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, 
nor the trees, till we shall have sealed the servants 
of our God on their foreheads.” 

An angel from the sunrising commands them to 
continue their restraint of the winds until the serv- 
ants of God shall have been sealed in their fore- 
heads. 

V. 4-8. “And I heard the number of them 
which were sealed, a hundred and forty-four 
thousand, sealed out of every tribe of the children 
of Israel. 

Of the tribe of Judah were sealed twelve thou- 
sand. 

Of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve 
thousand. 

The season of quiet thus secured to the Church 
Militant, afforded an opportunity for the conver- 
sion and sealing in the faith in the “one baptism 
for the remission of sins,” of the symbolical num- 
ber of the Children of Israel. 

V. 9-17. “After these things I saw, and be- 
hold, a great multitude which no man could num- 
ber, out of every nation, and of all tribes, and 
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peoples and tongues, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, arrayed in white robes, and 
palms in their hands; and they cry with a great 
voice, saying, Salvation unto our God which sit- 
teth on the throne, and unto the Lamb. And all 
the angels were standing round about the throne, 
and about the elders and the four living creatures ; 
and they fell before the throne on their faces, and 
worshipped God, saying, Amen: Blessing, and 
glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor, 
and power, and might, be unto our God forever 
and ever. Amen. And one of the elders an- 
swered, saying unto me, These which are arrayed 
in the white robes, who are they and whence came 
they? And I say unto him, My Lord, thou 
knowest. And he said to me, These are they 
which come out of the great tribulation, and they 
washed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the 
throne of God; and they serve him day and night 
in his temple; and He that sitteth on the throne 
shall spread His tabernacle over them. They 
shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; 
neither shall the sun strike upon them, nor any 
heat; for the Lamb which is in the midst of the 
throne shall be their shepherd, and shall guide 
them unto fountains of waters of life, and God 
shall wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
This scene finished, another is vouchsafed to the 
‘Beloved Disciple, which now rehearsed, will, in its 
perfect ideal, be realized only upon the New 
Earth under the New Heaven, and is therefore 
more largely described in the twenty-first and 
twenty-second chapters of the Book. It was typi- 
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fied on earth in the time of Constantine by the 
large accession of Gentile converts to the Faith, 
the exemption of the entire Church from heathen 
persecution, and the high honors bestowed upon 
the faithful witnesses who had survived the bitter 
trials of the Church in the days of Diocletian. 
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GHAPRLER, VII 


V. 1. “And when he opened the seventh seal, 
there followed a silence in heaven about the space 
of half an hour.” 

This thrilling episode is followed by a short 
period of profound silence in heaven. This period 
finds its counterpart on earth in the quietude that 
ensued upon the entire suppression of the power 
ot heathenism by Constantine. 

V. 2. “And I saw the seven angels which 
stand before God, and there were given unto 
them seven trumpets.” 

The seven archangels who, as specially honored 
servants of the Most High, have through count- 
less ages been in exalted and intimate relations 
to His throne, now appear upon the scene to re- 
ceive their commission, to announce the com- 
mencement of the fulfillment by human instru- 
mentality of the seven appointed dispensations 
of His will concerning the Eastern Church of the 
Roman Empire. 

V. 3-5. “And another angel came and stood 
over the altar, having a golden censor; and there 
was given unto him much incense, that he should 
add it unto the prayers of all the saints upon the 
golden altar which was before the throne. And 
the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the 
saints, went up before God out of the angel’s 
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hand. And the angel taketh the censer; and he 
filled it with the fire of the altar, and cast it upon 
the earth; and there followed thunders, and 
voices, and lightnings, and an earthquake.” 

Another angel now takes his place at the golden 
altar of incense before the throne, and to him 
are given “many grains of incense” in token of 
the accepted worship of the holy angels present: 
an act symbolic of the temple service under the 
law of Moses. To this act of angelic worship the 
Church on earth responds, and now is vouchsafed 
a special manifestation from the throne, of the 
power, authority, and glory of the Most High 
God. No sooner does this appear, than a violent 
political convulsion occurs in the Roman Empire, 
as precursor of the momentous events which are 
to happen in later years. This convulsion is none 
other than the destructive, ruthless rivalry between 
the three sons of Constantine to whom their father 
had bequeathed the Empire, a part being given 
to each. To such a condition of affairs the con- 
duct of Constantine was a fitting prelude. From 
a demoniac spirit of jealousy, he hurried to death 
his able and devoted son Crispus. Without trial 
or even accusation a nephew perished on the 
block. And, as in the matter of the affairs of the 
State, so in that of the fortunes of the Church. 
The policy of the closing years of his reign 
helped forward the affliction that became so potent 
from that time to the accession of Theodosius. 
His division of the Empire was of itself disastrous 
in tendency. 

V. 6, 7. “And the seven angels which had 
the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound. 
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‘And the first sounded, and there followed hail and 
fire, mingled with blood, and they were cast upon 
the earth; and the third part of the earth was 
burnt up, and the third part of the trees was 
burnt up, and all ine green grass was burnt.” 
That discharge at last begins. And lo! the 
heavy weight of God’s afflictive hand presses hard 
upon all ranks and conditions of men, both young 
and old, and involves even the agricultural por- 
tions as well as the cities and towns of the land. 
The fire, the hail and blood represent His sore 
chastisements. The trees indicate those high in 
station, and the tender grass the young and help- 
less masses of the inhabitants. All this did Al- 
aric, the Goth, embody and illustrate in his per- 
son. “Of the noble race of the Balti.” He ap- 
pears upon the scene A. D. 376 (in that year 
crossing the Danube), and begins to attain promi- 
nence about 395, which year marks at once the 
death of Theodosius the Great and the beginning 
of Alaric’s hostile attitude toward the Roman 
Empire. For not receiving, as he had hoped, the 
supreme command of its armies, he declared him- 
self its enemy, and, being elected king of the Visi- 
goths, he fell in fury upon Greece, and soon after 
passed into Italy (the head of the third part of 
the empire), where his fearful ravages made him 
notorious. Rome again and again tasted the cup 
of bitterness at his hands, and in A. D. 410 drank 
it to the very dregs. With the same horrors in 
large measure were Gaul and Germany made ac- 
quainted. At last, having fulfilled his appointed 
task, Alaric found a grave in the bed of the Bu- 
sento. This river flows beneath the walls of the 
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town in which he died—Cosenza. In striking 
congruity with all the numberless instances of his 
desolating career, the captives that dug his grave 
breathed at once their last in the attempt to en- 
sure concealment of his burial place. 

V. 8,9. “And the second angel sounded, and 
as it were a great mountain burning with fire was 
cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea be- 
came blood; and there died the third part of the 
creatures which were in the sea, even they that 
had life; and the third part of the ships was de- 
stroyed.” 

Sad, however, as was the condition of affairs 
in Church and State, it was only the beginning of 
sorrows. The land had been scourged; the sea 
must now bear its burden of woe. The burning 
mountain cast into the sea to give a point to the 
expression—Third Part (V. 7-12) which it 
might otherwise lack, is the ferocious Vandal 
chief, Genseric. Beginning his western career in 
the modern Morocco, he soon enlisted the Moors 
in his service, and true to his character as de- 
scribed in the verses mentioned, ravaged the 
islands of the Mediterranean, slaughtering their 
inhabitants without mercy. Imperial fleets were 
shattered, one of three hundred warships being 
ruined inaday. At least a third part of the com- 
mercial marine was destroyed, while havoc both 
on land and sea stared the Government and the 
people in the face. “And had they not drunk 
their cup of woe to the full?” It would seem 
not. 

V. 10, 11. “And the third angel sounded, and 
there fell from heaven a great star, burning as a 
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torch, and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, 
and upon the fountains of the waters; and the 
name of the star is called Wormwood: and the 
third part of the waters became wormwood; and 
many men died of the waters, because they were 
made bitter.” 

For soon a most efficient ally of Genseric—At- 
tila the Hun—appears upon the stage to act his 
awful part—the “Scourge of God.” And most 
thoroughly did he “live that part.” For whereas 
Alaric and Genseric had ravaged and desolated, 
had burned and slaughtered, and had left many 
to mourn by reason of the evil done by their pres- 
ence, Attila, forsooth, left none to mourn his pres- 
ence in the land, for whenever it suited his pur- 
poses or struck his fancy, he simply blotted from 
the face of the earth both town and people, in fell 
verification of his inhuman boast that “the grass 
never grew on the spot where his horse had trod.” 
Even the rivers, streams, fountains and wells es- 
caped not the blight of his scourge, but poisoned 
in themselves, became death to those to whom 
they should have been life. It is his predecessor 
Alaric, who in words put into his mouth, thus pre- 
dictively characterizes his career: 


“My course is run, my errand done, 
But darker ministers of fate, 
Impatient round the eternal Throne, 
And in the caves of vengeance wait. 
And soon mankind shall blench away 
Before the name of Attila.” 


But if he were wormwood as he is so fitly 
named in Holy Scripture with reference to the 
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State, what must be said of that Star of Bitterness 
in the Church, that father of a great heresy, Arius 
of Alexandria? Presbyter though he was in rank, 
he nevertheless bent bishops to his will and made 
even Metropolitans do his slightest bidding. 

He poisoned all the fountains and “wells of 
salvation” in the East of Christendom, and 
through dissensions and divisions left it an easy 
prey to the aggressive, domineering spirit of the 
Roman See. Alaric, Genseric, and Attila the 
Hun, whether consciously or unconsciousry, were 
all his faithful “temporal lieutenants,’ while 
Alaric, Genseric, Arian (as the word is often 
written) alike in race and religion, delighted in 
showing their hostility to all Catholics by mark- 
ing the eminent confessors of the Faith as the 
special objects of their hate. 

V. 12. “And the fourth angel sounded, and 
the third part of the sun was smitten, and the 
third part of the moon, and the third part of the 
stars; that the third part of them should be dark- 
ened, and the day should not shine for the third 
part of it, and the night in like manner.” 

These playful pranks (so to speak) of these 
peculiar worthies—for they seem to make their 
devilish deeds as much their amusement as their 
work—effectually prepared the way for the ap- 
pearance in Italy, the most prominent portion 
of the “Third Part’? which Constantine had cre- 
ated by his division of the empire amongst his 
three sons, of the Goth, Odoacer, a subordinate 
commander in the armies of Attila. So feeble 
had the imperial authority become in the west, 
that but slight perseverance and patient ingenuity 
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were needed to enable him to improve his oppor- 
tunities, and to find himself at last submitted to 
as “King of Italy,’ and even graced with the 
title of “Patrician of Rome,” conferred on him 
by the Emperor. With a poetic cast and a match- 
less symmetry of congruity which nothing short 
of omniscience could have foreseen, his soldiers 
demanded in payment for their services to him, 
one third of the lands of the conquered country. 

Barbarian as he was by origin, and Arian in 
religion, he nevertheless endeavored to consult 
the feelings of the subjugated princes of his sway 
by avoiding the use of the purple and the diadem, 
and he’strove in every way to conciliate the Cath- 
olics of his realm. Able and considerate, how- 
ever, as he was, he could not avert the lot he met 
at the hands of Theodoric, king of the Ostrogoths, 
who dispossessed him of his throne and kingdom, 
and at length consigned him to a violent death 
at a banquet. Theodoric formally granted to his 
soldiers what those of Odoacer had demanded of 
him. Well might it be written by S. John, “the 
third part of the sun was smitten, and the third 
part of the moon, and the third part of the stars; 
so as the third part of them was darkened, and the 
day shone not for the third part of it, and the 
night likewise.” 

V. 13. “And I saw, and I heard an eagle, fly- 
ing in mid heaven, saying with a great voice, 
Woe, woe, woe for them that dwell on the earth, 
by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of 
the three angels who are yet to sound.” 

And now is heard in mid air the scream of an 
eagle whose very note is faithfully echoed in the 
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Greek. It is Christ symbolically presented, in 
powerful, piercing utterance testifying His keen, 
searching sympathy with His suffering, sorely- 
tried Church in the East. As it was with His 
people of old in the time of Moses, when in all 
of their affliction He was afflicted, and the Angel 
of His presence saved them and brought them 
to Himself, so with the Church in Eastern 
Christendom of that day. He had brought them 
safely through every trial of open hostility, 
though often punishing their inventions and 
scourging their departures from the path of truth 
and righteousness. He had warned them by the 
troubles in their midst, and by the fearful scenes 
he set before them in the West, not to listen to 
the voice of Satan tempting them into error and 
wrong-doing. But alas, it would seem in vain. 
And now, in the depths of His infinite tenderness 
and omniscient love, in order to save them from 
further contamination by contact with the flood 
of corruption in faith and practice that was about 
to sweep over the West, He severs, to a great ex- 
tent, the bonds of association, and hands them 
over to that stern pedagogue, the Providential 
Saracen. 
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CHAPTER TX: 


Tue hour strikes, the Fifth Trumpet sounds, 
and the instruments of God’s will are at hand to 
do His bidding. How true is it that “His 
thoughts are not our thoughts, neither are His 
ways our ways!” Who would have supposed 
that the Evil One could have found in the bosom 
of the Church of God, and amidst the stars of 
Christ’s right hand, the readiest instruments of 
his purposes of ill to the Body of Christ. And 
yet so it was. For generation after generation 
had the Bishops of Rome pursued a policy of ag- 
gression upon the rights and liberties of the 
Eastern Church. Domineering and assailing it 
at every hand, they persistently endeavored to 
force the acceptance of their assumptions and 
corruptions upon the East, and in 484, upon the 
plea of special orthodoxy, they attempted to ex- 
communicate the Patriarch of Constantinople. 
In 606, Boniface the Third so worked upon the 
susceptibilities of the Emperor Phocas, as to in- 
duce him to attempt to take from the bishop of 
Constantinople and bestow upon Boniface the 
title of “Ecumenical Patriarch,” 7. e.: first Patri- 
arch of the whole Empire, or, in other words, 
“Primate of all Rome,” a title in use “at least 
a whole century before, and one given him by 
law from the time of Justinian.” In his mouth 
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it became transformed into “Universal Bishop,” 
a title that belongs alone to “the Bishop and 
Shepherd of our souls.” This instinctive ex- 
hibition of Roman pride, the Almighty saw fit 
to rebuke in His own way. 

V. 1,2. “And the fifth angel sounded, and I 
saw a star from heaven fallen unto the earth; 
and there was given to him the key of the pit of 
the abyss. And he opened the pit of the abyss; 
and there went up a smoke out of the pit, as the 
smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air 
were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit.” 

How striking the emblem used, and how forci- 
bly descriptive of the parties mentioned! The 
Bishop of Rome by his claim to the use of the 
two swords, temporal and spiritual, presents the 
exact counterpart to the assertion of Mohammed, 
that “the sword is the key of heaven and hell,” 
and the claim has always been maintained in 
essentially the same spirit by the adherents of 
both. And to both do their respectively claimed 
Scriptures, the Bible and the Koran, furnish a 
plausible pretext for the exercise of the “power 
of the keys,” as they respectively understand 
that power. Hence, whenever the opportunity 
is afforded for the oppression or humiliation of 
Eastern Christians who scout the pretensions of 
both, the Roman Pontiff and the Turkish Sultan, 
like Herod and Pontius Pilate, can, for the nonce, 
at least, be at amity. Nay, more—they exchange 
marked tokens of honor and appreciation in the 
shape of the most significant decorations known 
to their respective usages. Truly “a fellow feel- 
ing makes us wondrous kind.” 
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Rome had already promoted the adoption of 
the worship of the Virgin Mary, the invocation 
of Saints, the veneration of images, and the doc- 
trine of purgatory. Thus was “the smoke out 
of the pit” generated, and from the smoke ap- 
proximately came the locusts. 

V. 3-10. “And out of the smoke came forth 
locusts upon the earth; and power was given 
them, as the scorpions of the earth have power. 
And it was said unto them that they should not 
hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green 
thing, neither any tree, but only such men as 
have not the seal of God on their foreheads. 
And it was given them that they should not kill 
them, but that they should be tormented five 
months: and their torment was as the torment of 
a scorpion, when it striketh a man. And in those 
days men shall seek death, and shall in no wise 
find it; and they shall desire to die, and death 
fleeth from them. And the shapes of the locusts 
were like unto horses prepared for war; and 
upon their heads as it were crowns like unto 
gold, and their faces were as men’s faces. And 
they had hair as the hair of women, and their 
teeth were as the teeth of lions. And they had 
breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and 
the sound of their wings was as the sound of 
chariots, of many horses rushing to war.” 

An illiterate native of Mecca, an ambitious 
schemer, a member of the intrepid and warlike 
tribe of the Koreishites, a direct descendent of a 
successful merchant and prominent caravan 
director, a grandson of a patriotic and gallant 
defender of the city, an epileptic enthusiast, a 
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judicially blinded fanatic, now announces himself 
as the “Apostle of God.” 

Their commission was not so much to kill as 
to torment, that their victims would desire 
death in preference to the endurance of their 
woes. Thus did they in the East and West for 
one hundred and fifty years. For one hundred 
and fifty more they settled down to more quiet 
ways and then began to retire before their co- 
religionists of a sphere of later times. Their 
gold-embroidered turbans, gleaming in the sun, 
become to them the laurel wreath of victory. 
Characterized by faces resolute with a stolid fa- 
talism that looked only for license or a sensual 
paradise, womanlike hair indicating their fond- 
ness for that sex, teeth significant of their 
strength and ferocity against their foes, breast- 
plates of steel, and adroit avoidance in battle of 
injuries to the person; as with the whir of the 
locust on the wing do they swarm and swoop upon 
the lands they come to subjugate. Their au- 
thority thus to injure and beguile from the truth 
was symbolized by horse tails, which, according 
to their number, indicated their rank, and by 
prophetic vision anticipated the Pashas of one, 
two or even three tails of later days. 

V. 11. “They have over them as king, the 
angel of the abyss: his name in Hebrew is Abad- 
don, and in the Greek tongue he hath the name 
Apollyon.” 

This authority did they receive from the 
founder of their religion, Mohammad of Mecca, 
and for the predicted time of one hundred and 
fifty years did that authority hold good. 
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V. 12. “The first woe is past: behold, there 
come yet two woes hereafter.” 

Such was the discipline exercised upon East 
and West. What was the manner of its incep- 
tion? So far from being rightly affected by it 
both, in the Council held at Nicea, 787, joined 
in uttering error and blasphemy against the Lord; 
and against them both the hand of the Lord was 
lifted up the second time. 

V. 13-19. “And the sixth angel sounded, and 
I heard a voice from the horns of the golden 
altar which is before God, one saying to the sixth 
angel, which had the trumpet, Loose the four 
angels which are bound at the great river Eu- 
phrates. And the four angels were loosed, which 
had been prepared for the hour, and day, and 
month, and year, that they should kill the third 
part of men. And the number of the armies of 
the horsemen was twice ten thousand times ten 
thousand: I heard the number of them. And 
thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them 
that sat on them, having breastplates as of fire 
and of hyacinth and of brimstone: and the heads 
of the horses are as the heads of lions; and out 
of their mouths proceedeth fire and smoke and 
brimstone. By these three plagues was the third 
part of men killed, by the fire and the smoke and 
the brimstone, which proceeded out of their 
mouths. For the power of the horses is in their 
mouth, and in their tails: for their tails are like 
unto serpents, and have heads; and with them 
they do hurt.” 

Again a trumpet sounds, (the sixth in num- 
ber), and the “Unspeakable Turk” appears upon 
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the scene. A branch of the great Turanian stock 
—as are also the Finns, Laps, Magyars, Tartars 
and Mongolians—their original home was in Cen- 
tral Asia. Adopting the precepts of the Koran, 
and becoming the efficient mercenary troops of 
the Saracen power, they eventually superseded 
their Moslem patrons, and so prepared them- 
selves to teach Eastern Christendom the lesson 
it so much needed. 

No sooner is this preparation completed, than 
a voice is heard from the golden altar of incense 
before the Throne,—and the four Sultans* of the 
Turks proceed to lead them on to victory. 

“The great river Euphrates,} the boundary line 
between the newer East and the countries west 
of it, now ceases to be the impassable barrier it 
had hitherto been, and hence the Seljukian 
Turks, under the lead of Togrul Beg, i. e., bey, 
(Gr. Tangrollipix), in countless numbers pour 
over and range throughout the doomed lands. 

Clad in defensive armor with breastplates of 
brass, under the onset of the impetuous and fear- 
less Alp Arslan, the “Strong Lion,’ their 


* Respectively the original rulers of the Selju- 
kian suctanies, (Aleppo, Bagdad, Damascus, Iconium), 
Obrogules, also called Othrogrul and Erthrogrul, the first 
chief of the Othman race, and his three sons, successors 
to Solomon Shah and his three sons who were drowned 
in the passage of the army in A. D. 1231. One of these 
four successors was Othman, the founder of the Otto- 
man Empire. 

+ From the crossing of the Euphrates by the 
Seljukian Turks to the taking of Constantinople by the 
Ottoman Turks is 391 years. From the first victory of 
the Ottoman Turks over the Roman Empire to their last 
over the Holy Roman Empire, (in Poland), is also 391 


Saint John in Patmos. 49 


horses were as heads of lions, whilst the Ottoman 
Turks, by discharging their firearms close to 
their horses’ heads, caused them to appear to 
breathe forth fire and smoke and brimstone. By 
these firearms they were able to completely con- 
trol their enemies in the Third Part of the Roman 
Empire represented by Eastern Christendom, 
while by the exercise of authority indicated by 
the number of their horse-tails, they had the op- 
portunity of visiting untold injustice and oppres- 
sion upon the victims of their power. Thus was 
the East delivered over to the will of its op- 
pressor. 

V. 20, 21. “And the rest of mankind, which 
were not killed with these plagues, repented not 
of the works of their hands, that they should not 
worship devils, and the idols of gold, and of 
silver, and of brass, and of stone, and of wood: 
which can neither see, nor hear, nor walk: and 
they repented not of their murders, nor of their 
sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their 
thefts.” 

Did the West lay to heart the lesson taught 
it by the afflictive dispensation now visited upon 
the Eastern Branch of the Church Militant, and 
repent them of their demon worship, their abom- 
inable idolatries, their murderous cruelty to all 
venturing to differ from them, their Satanic de- 


years, and according to the Year-Day mode of compu- 
tation, the same, in round numbers, is the period of time 
indicated in Rev. 9: 15. With these facts before them, 
readers are left to their own reflections. 

~ General of Horse, nephew and successor of Togrul. 
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vices, their gross immoralities, and their fraudu- 
lent modes of procuring money? They did not. 
They added unto all the rest by multiplying and 
intensifying their abominations. 
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CHAPTER X. 


iV. 1-11. “And I saw another strong angel 
coming down out of heaven, arrayed with a cloud; 
and the rainbow was upon his head, and his face 
was as the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire; 
and he had in his hand a little book open: and 
he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left 
upon the earth; and he cried with a great voice, 
as a lion roareth: and when he cried, the seven 
thunders uttered their voices. And when the 
seven thunders uttered their voices, I was about 
to write: and I heard a voice from heaven, say- 
ing, Seal up the things which the seven thunders 
uttered, and write them not. And the angel 
which I saw standing upon the sea and upon the 
earth, lifted up his right hand to heaven, and 
sware by him that liveth forever and ever, who 
created the heaven and the things that are there- 
in, and the sea and the things that are there- 
in, that there shall be time no longer: but in the 
days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he 
is about to sound, then is finished the mystery 
of God, according to the good tidings which he 
declared to his servants the prophets. And the 
voice which I heard from heaven I heard it again 
speaking with me, and saying, Go, take the book 
which is open in the hand of the angel that 
standeth upon the sea and upon the earth. And 
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I went unto the angel, saying unto him that he 
should give me* the little book. And he saith 
unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make 
thy belly bitter, but in thy mouth it shall be as 
sweet as honey. And I took the little book out of 
the angel’s hand, and ate it up; and it was in my 
mouth as sweet as honey ; and when I had eaten it, 
my belly was made bitter. And they say unto 
me, thou must prophesy again over many peoples 
and nations, and tongues, and kings.” 

The patience of the Almighty is at last ex- 
hausted. Tired of “rising early” and sending 
His messengers of warning and’ exhortation to 
reformation in doctrine and life; to the Church 
of Rome bent upon certain destruction, He 
sends a strong angel to S. John in Patmos with 
thoughts of life and peace to the faithful upon 
earth, and with such thoughts especially with 
teference to His suffering, severely-disciplined 
Eastern Church. With one foot on the Mediter- 
ranean and the other on the land of the Roman 
Empire, his face towards the East, does the angel 
utter his voice with all the force and hoarseness 
of a lion in his fiercest rage. 

The voice is responded to by a terrific peal of 
thunder, prophetic of the awful judgments to be 
inflicted upon the Mohammedan oppressors of the 
members of Christ’s Body. 

S. John is here commanded from heaven not 
to reveal at that time the things that he has writ- 
ten, which things should be made known in their 


* The contents of the little book mentioned in Chap- 
ter X are to be found in Chapter XI. 
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season. The angel then proceeds to swear by the 
Almighty “Maker of heaven and earth, and of 
all things visible and invisible,’ that there should 
be no delay in fulfillment of the counsels of God 
concerning the Eastern portion of the Roman 
Empire after the sounding of the seventh trumpet, 
“according to the good tidings which he declared 
to His servants the prophets.” Again is S. 
John, and in the same manner, commanded to 
take the book open in the hands of the angel. He 
obeys, and the angel enjoins him to digest its 
contents, albeit they shall both gladden and sadden 
him. He complies with the injunctions and real- 
izes the experience predicted. The voice from 
heaven, echoed by the angel, lays upon him the 
command to prophesy concerning many portions 
of the Roman Empire, both rulers and people. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


V. 1-13. “And there was given me a reed like 
unto a rod: and one said, Rise, and measure the 
temple of God, and the altar, and them that wor- 
ship therein. And the court which is without the 
temple leave without, and measure it not; for it 
hath been given unto the nations; and the holy 
city shall they tread under foot forty and two 
months. And I will give unto my two witnesses, 
and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred 
and three score days, clothed in sackcloth. These 
are the two olive trees and the two candlesticks, 
standing before the Lord of the earth. And if 
any man desireth to hurt them, fire proceedeth 
out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: 
and if any man shall desire to hurt them, in this 
manner must he be killed. These have the power 
to shut the heaven, that it rain not during the 
days of their prophecy: and they have power 
over the waters to turn them into blood, and to 
smite the earth with every plague, as often as 
they shall desire. And when they shall have 
finished their testimony, the beast that cometh 
up out of the abyss shall make war with them, 
and overcome them, and kill them. And their 
dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great 
city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, 
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where also their Lord was crucified. And from 
among the peoples, and tribes, and tongues, and 
nations, do men look upon their dead bodies three 
days and a half, and suffer not their dead bodies 
to be laid in a tomb. And they that dwell on 
the earth rejoice over them, and make merry; 
and they shall send gifts one to another; because 
these two prophets tormented them that dwell on 
the earth. ‘And after the three days and a half 
the breath of life from God entered into them, 
and they stood upon their feet; and great fear 
fell upon them which beheld them. And they 
heard a great voice from heaven saying unto 
them, Come up hither. And they went up into 
heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld 
them. And in that hour there was a great 
earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell; 
and there were killed in the earthquake seven 
thousand persons: and the rest were affrighted, 
and gave glory to the God of heaven.” 

In close conformity with the order of thought 
suggested by the arrangement of the Temple at 
Jerusalem, there is given to the Seer a reed of 
larger size than that spoken of as “shaken by 
the wind,” in round numbers twelve feet long and 
resembling a measuring rod. This rod he is to 
use in measuring the spiritual Temple of God in 
the East, including the great Altar of Sacrifice 
in the Court of the Priests, and in defining the 
faithful members of Christ, excluding the Court 
of the Gentiles, or those not in covenant with 
God in heart and life. The Eastern Church by 
reason of its sins and shortcomings shall as a 
whole be given up to Mohammedan dominion for 
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twelve hundred and forty-eight years (according 
to our reckoned time), a period whose beginning 
can, according to the explicit teaching of God’s 
Word written, be known only from its end. 
Throughout this period His faithful ones— 
whether of Jewish or of Gentile blood—shall con- 
tinue their witness to His holy name, and in their 
lot shape the destinies of the earth and its in- 
habitants. Near the close of that witness they are 
assailed, and it may be for three and a half pro- 
phetic years, with such ferocity by their Moham- 
medan foes that the very framework of the 
Church would seem to be crushed out of existence, 
while their enemies, whether Eastern or West- 
ern, congratulate each other upon their utter 
humiliation. At the end of that period the Spirit 
of God breathes upon them, and they rise from 
their low estate and inspire with terror those 
who had so lately shouted at their fall and 
gloated over their woes. By way of a grand il- 
lustration of the law of compensation, the Al- 
mighty himself by His marked and _ startling 
Providences, exalts them in the presence of their 
enemies to great eminence and dignity. During 
these events and by reason of them, a tenth part 
of the Eastern Empire is given over to desolating 
calamities, which consign to a fearful end a 
strikingly large number of prominent personages. 
As a consequence the other portions of that part 
of the Empire accept the Faith, acknowledge its 
Author, and render the worship due unto His 
Name. 

V. 14. “The second Woe is past: behold, the 
third Woe cometh quickly.” 
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This state of things precipitates the final 
crash. 

V. 15. “And the seventh angel sounded; and 
there followed great voices in heaven, and they 
said, The kingdom of the world is become the 
kingdom of our Lord, and of his Christ: and he 
shall reign forever and ever.” 

In which the Gospel of the grace of God tri- 
umphs over all opposition, and Christ’s Name, as 
the Prince of the Kings “of the earth” is fervidly 
confessed, whilst the Eastern Church delivered 
from all her foes within, walks before God with 
a perfect heart. Such blessed results of that 
crash does the blast of the Seventh Trumpet an- 
nounce. 

V. 16-18. “And the four and twenty elders, 
which sit before God on their thrones, fell upon 
their faces, and worshipped God, saying, We 
give thee thanks, O Lord God, the Almighty, 
which art and which wast; because thou hast 
taken thy great power, and didst reign. And the 
nations were wroth, and thy wrath came, and the 
time of the dead to be judged, and the time to 
give their reward to thy servants the prophets, 
and to the saints, and to them that fear thy name, 
the small and the great; and to destroy them 
that destroy the earth.” 

And now, as predicted in Chapter 4:9, again 
do the twenty-four Angel-Flders fall upon their 
faces before the Throne and worship God, who 
has manifested forth His power in the time ap- 
pointed: has visited upon the nations arrayed 
against Him, His righteous wrath: has found 
His own fit opportunity to vindicate His faithful 
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martyrs of the East, to bestow rewards upon 
His devoted servants who have proclaimed His 
will, and upon all the devout members of His 
Body, be their station high or low: and also to 
extirpate the system of Mohammed of Mecca. 
which in the time of its power, has ever been a 
blight to Eastern Christendom—and made a vir- 
tual desert of that portion of the Roman Em- 
pire proper. 

V. 19. “And there was opened the Temple of 
God that is in heaven; and there was seen in his 
temple the ark of the covenant; and there fol- 
lowed lightnings, and voices, and thunders, and 
an earthquake, and great hail.” 

And now ensues a clearer manifestation of the 
presence of God in His Church, in glory, author- 
ity, and power, and His awful vindication of His 
righteous servants by His sore judgments upon 
His enemies and theirs: those judgments sweep- 
ing away as with the force of “a great hail,” the 


smallest remnants of the avowed foes of the Most 
High. 
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CHAPTER XII. 


V. 1-6. “And a great sign was seen in heaven: 
a woman arrayed with the sun, and the moon un- 
der her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve 
stars; and she was with child: and she crieth 
out, travailing in birth, and in pain to be de- 
livered. And there was seen another sign in 
heaven; and behold, a great red dragon, having 
seven heads and ten horns, and upon his heads 
seven diadems. And his tail draweth the third 
part of the stars of heaven, and didst cast them 
to the earth: and the dragon stood before the 
woman which was about to be delivered, that 
when she was delivered, he might devour her 
child. And she was delivered of a son, a man 
child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of 
iron; and her child was caught up unto God and 
unto his throne. And the woman fled into the 
wilderness, where she had a place prepared of 
God, that there they may nourish her a thousand 
two hundred and threescore days.” 

The Seer-Apostle having completed his de- 
scription of the fortunes of the Eastern Church, 
from the time of her deliverance from all her foes, 
and her rest in the peace of God until the close 
of the Millennial Day, now turns to the Western 
Branch. He takes up the tale at the Dioclesian 
persecution and describes her as invested with 
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the righteousness of Christ, the Sun of Right- 
eousness, and under the direction of her Apostolic 
Ministry superseding the Mosaic Economy. 

She groans under the cruel oppression of the 
heathen Empire while awaiting the Providence 
of God in the person of Constantine. Heathen- 
ism, which had in ages past under the Egyptian, 
Assyrian, Babylonian, Medo-Persian and Grzeco- 
Macedonian monarchies, persecuted unto the death 
the Church of the living God, did in like manner 
under the pagan monarchy of Rome, and by the 
seventh head crowned with its diadem, resume 
the same congenial work under the name of the 
Holy Roman Empire. This supersessor of the 
Roman Empire in the West, under Pepin and his 
son Charles the Great, blossomed into the com- 
mencement of its destined eventful career, and on 
Christmas Day, 800, bloomed into grander pro- 
portions at the coronation by Pope Leo III., of 
Charles Augustus, Great and Pacific Emperor 
of the Romans.” Ten temporary governments* 
are eventually merged into more permanent 
powers which, with their respective diadems ap- 


*T. Huns settled in Hungary, A. D. 356. II. Ostro- 
Goths in Moesia, A. D. 377. III. Visi-Goths in Pan- 
nonia, 378; afterwards in Spain, A. D. 500. IV. 
Franks in France, A. D. 407. V. Vandals in Africa, 
A. D. 407. VI. Sueves and Alans in Gascony and Spain, 
A. D. 407; Suevian Kingdom in the northeast of Spain 
in 457- VII. Burgundians in Burgundy, A. D. 407. 
VIII. Herulians and Thuringians in Italy in 476. IX. 
Jutes, Angles, and Saxons in Britain, A. D. 449-476. X. 
Lombards, who began to reign in Hungary in 426, were 
scattered in the north of Germany in 483, and finally set- 
tled in Italy, A. D. 578. : 
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pear upon the “Beast coming up out of the sea 
having ten horns and seven heads, and on his 
horns ten diadems and upon his heads names of 
blasphemy.” Three of these temporary govern- 
ments subsequently constitute the jurisdictions of 
first the “Senate,” then “Patriciate” of “Rome,” 
Ravenna and Lombardy, and are the “three of 
the first horns plucked up by the roots before an- 
other little horn’ (the Roman Papacy) with 
eyes like the eyes of man and a mouth speaking 
great things.” (Dan. 7: 8.) From the second 
century to the fifth the eagle was borne as the 
Roman standard whilst by her cohorts the dragon 
was carried. Roman heathenism, bloody with the 
slaughter of Christ’s people at the hands of 
scarlet-clad authorities, clearly perceiving its dan- 
ger, endeavors to avert it by the removal of Con- 
stantine from the scene of action—as at the Mil- 
vian Bridge (two miles from Rome), where Max- 
entius, through his defeat on the battle field by 
Constantine, drags down in his train eminent 
though subordinate personages in “the Third 
Part of the’ (Roman) “earth.” Battle failing 
to accomplish the object, it seeks the destruction 
of its dreaded foe “by engaging him in danger- 
ous expeditions” and shrinks not from assassina- 
tion even as a means of effecting its purpose. 
Its chief seat of operations is the central portion 
of the Empire. Constantine is, nevertheless, 
kept in safety despite all its machinations and as 
the first Chrstian Emperor is exalted to great 
honor and authority. His experience is a presage 
of the ever-watchful care of the Church by her 
Divine Head during the twelve hundred and six- 
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ty prophetical, 7. ¢., twelve hundred and forty- 
eight years of our reckoned time. These facts 
of history are couched under the emblems em- 
ployed of the woman and the dragon in v. 1-6. 

V. 7-12. “And there was war in heaven: 
Michael and his angels going forth to war with 
the dragon; and the dragon warred and his an- 
gels; and they prevailed not, neither was their 
place found any more in heaven. And the great 
dragon was cast down, and the old serpent, he 
that is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of 
the whole world; he was cast down to the earth, 
and his angels were cast down with him. And I 
heard a great voice in heaven, saying, Now is 
come the salvation, and the power, and the king- 
dom of our God, and the authority of his Christ; 
for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, 
which accuseth them before our God day and 
night. And they overcame him because of the 
blood of the Lamb, and because of the word of 
their testimony ; and they loved not their life even 
unto death. Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and 
ye that dwell in them. Woe for the earth and 
for the sea; because the devil is gone down unto 
you, having great wrath, knowing that he hath 
but a short time.” 

A scene of war is now presented in Heaven 
between Michael and his angels and the dragon 
and his angels. Under this imagery is set forth 
the fact that Constantine deprives heathenism of 
all power in the state, and seeks in every way to 
bring it into disrepute. For this there is joy 
in the presence of the Angels of God over their 
brethren who “loved not their lives unto the 
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death,” and who by their martyrdom paved the 
way for the coronation of the Faith on the 
throne of the Cesars. Whilst, however, they ex- 
hort the hosts of heaven and the blest in Para- 
dise to joy and gladness, they at the same time 
warn the inhabitants of the Empire in all its con- 
ditions whether of stability or commotion, of the 
consequences of the expulsion of the dragon, 
Heathenism, from its accustomed seats of promi- 
nence and power. That this warning was needed 
is shown by the fact of the utter hatred mani- 
fested by the devotees of heathenism toward the 
Church of God. With Divine foresight, there is 
provision made for her preservation under the 
watchful, energetic care of Christ himself in the 
seclusion of his faithful ones from all harmful 
assaults of the adversary represented by the 
“Serpent,” the source of the idea of the Dragon. 
He—called the Devil and Satan, the father of all 
heathenism in and out of the Church—endeavors 
by the invasion of barbarous hordes (described in 
Chapter 8: 7-12) to crush the Body of Christ 
out of existence. So far from effecting that ob- 
ject, the line of policy adopted ends in an in- 
crease of numbers and strength, at least in the 
eyes of man, for those very barbarians melt into 
the mass of the populations of the lands they 
subjugate and adopt their religion. Unable to 
crush, he succeeds in large measure in corrupting 
the Church, and is, therefore, proportionably en- 
raged with the confessors of the “Catholic and 
Apostolic Faith,” “whole and undefiled,” for re- 
sisting his seductive attempts upon their fidelity 
and for being proof against all his wiles. He 
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accordingly redoubles his efforts and prepares by 
the adoption of new devices to make use of forth- 
coming events; planting himself on the shore of 
the sea of “wars and rumors of war, and distress 
of nations.” 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


V. 1-10. “And I saw a beast coming up out 
of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and 
on his horns ten diadems, and upon his heads 
names of blasphemy. And the beast which I saw 
was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the 
feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a 
lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his 
throne, and great authority. And I saw one of 
his heads as though it had been smitten unto 
death; and his death-stroke was healed: and the 
whole earth wondered after the beast; and they 
worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto 
the beast? and who is able to war with him? And 
there was given to him a mouth speaking great 
things and blasphemies; and there was given to 
him authority to continue forty and two months. 
And he opened his mouth for blasphemies against 
God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, 
even them that dwelt in the heaven. And it was 
given unto him to make war with the saints, and 
to overcome them; and there was given to him 
authority over every tribe, and people, and 
tongue, and nation. And all that dwell on the 
earth shall worship him, every one whose name 
hath not been written in the book of life of the 
Lamb that hath been slain from the foundation 
of the world. If any man hath an ear, let him 
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hear. If any man is for captivity into captivity 
he goeth; if any man shall kill with the sword, 
with the sword must he be killed. Here is the 
patience and the faith of the saints.” 

The events that had cast their shadows before 
now begin to disclose themselves to the eye of the 
Seer. The Imperial power in Italy being by de- 
grees more and more reduced to a shadow, its 
populations were led more and more to look 
nearer home for a shield of protection and se- 
curity from invasions. That shield of protection 
presented itself in the shape of Rome, which now 
from the effects of circumstances, had come under 
the ecclesiastical authority. In the same way the 
heathen Empire of Rome in the West upon its 
decease, left all its effects to the Christian repre- 
sentative of the same. That representative hav- 
ing been “smitten unto death” under the fourth 
trumpet, was fain to revive under strictly ecclesi- 
astical auspices, and in the act of reviving imbibed 
the exact spirit of its heathen predecessor, so that, 
though Christian in aspect, it was thoroughly 
pagan at heart. In this spirit it exacted and re- 
ceived the homage of willing subjects who en- 
abled it to enter upon a career of arrogance, im- 
piety and blasphemy for the twelve hundred and 
sixty years prophetical, 7. e., twelve hundred and 
forty-eight calendar years. During that career, it 
is—according to its ability and opportunity—to 
oppress and persecute the faithful followers of 
Christ within the limits of the Empire. The rest 
of its inhabitants shall submit to its domination 
and more or less imbibe its spirit. At the end of 
the time appointed, the even-handed justice of 
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God will mete out to it the same lot it has imposed 
on others. Therefore this period of time sums up 
the amount of endurance in the Faith of the in- 
domitable witnesses of Christ, exposed to Roman 
cruelty inflicted upon them by the nations of the 
Holy Roman Empire in the garb of Christian 
States. 

V. 11-17. “And I saw another beast coming 
up out of the earth; and he had two horns like 
unto a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. And he 
exerciseth all the authority of the first beast in 
his sight. And he maketh the earth and them 
that dwell therein to worship the first beast, 
whose death-stroke was healed. And he doeth 
great signs, that he should even make fire to 
come down out of heaven upon the earth in the 
sight of men. And he deceiveth them that dwell 
on the earth by reason of the signs which it was 
given him to do in the sight of the beast; saying 
to them that dwell on the earth, that they should 
make an image to the beast, who hath the stroke 
of the sword, and lives. And it was given unto 
him to give breath to it, even to the image of the 
beast, and the image of the beast should both 
speak, and cause that as many as should not wor- 
ship the image of the beast should be killed. And 
he causeth all, the small and the great, and the 
rich and the poor, and the free and the bond, that 
there be given them a mark on their right hand 
or upon their forehead; and that no man should 
be able to buy or to sell, save he that hath the 
mark, even the name of the beast or the number 
of hisname. Here is wisdom. He that hath un- 
derstanding, let him count the number of the 
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beast; for it is the number of a man: and his 
number is six hundred and sixty and six.” 

That which gave a new lease of life to the im- 
perialism of the West, in the course of events 
completely absorbed its supremacy and power. 
As representative of the original secular author- 
ity it exacted full acknowledgment of civil al- 
legiance. At once by its very severity and by its 
allurements it seemed to make lightning itself 
fall from heaven upon its foes, and showed great 
solicitude in manifesting the spirit of its pred- 
ecessor—the Roman Empire. As did Rome of 
old, it stamped its character upon all ranks and 
conditions of men. Whilst with studied affecta- 
tion of lamblike gentleness it called itself “Serv- 
ant of the Servants of God,” at the same time 
it never failed to exhibit the essential ferocity of 
heathenism. In pursuance of this line of policy, 
Pope Vitalian (from vitalis, 7. e., life-giving), in 
the year 666,* when requested by certain of his 
adherents in the Eastern part of Europe to allow 
them the use of their own mother tongue, replied, 
that it was the will of Christ that the Latin lan- 
guage should be used in Divine Service from the 
rising to the setting of the sun. Thus did he 
literally give life to the image of the beast, that 
the image of the beast should speak its own 
tongue, 7. e., the Latin. 


*In addition to the chronological date above given, 
historical writers state the following facts, viz.: That 
the numerical value of the title “Vicar of the Son of 
God” claimed as the sole prerogative of the Bishops of 
Rome, is in its Latin form 666: that the name Latin is 
in Greek characters of the same value; and that the word 
Roman is in Hebrew also 666. 


Saint John in Patmos. 69 


CHAPTER XIV. 


V. 1-5. “And I saw, and behold, the Lamb 
of God standing on the mount Zion, and with him 
a hundred and forty-four thousand, having his 
name, and the name of his Father, written on 
their foreheads. And I heard a voice from 
heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the 
voice of a great thunder: and the voice which I 
heard was the voice of harpers harping with their 
harps: and they sing as it were a new song be- 
fore the throne, and before the four living crea- 
tures and the elders: and no man could learn the 
song save the hundred and forty and four thou- 
sand, even they that had been purchased out of 
the earth. These are they which were not defiled 
with women; for they are virgins. These are 
they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he 
goeth. These are purchased from among men, to 
be the first fruits unto God and unto the Lamb. 
And in their mouth was found no lie; they are 
without blemish.” 

A vision is here granted to the Seer-Evangelist 
of the first fruits unto God and the Lamb, vwiz.: 
of those who under all circumstances of proba- 
tion remain free from idolatry, and are marked 
by holiness of heart and righteousness of life 
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in obedience to the injunction, “Be ye holy, for 
I am holy,” a vision to be realized after the resur- 
rection of the Dead and the Day of Judgment. 
The multiplication of the signature of the New 
Jerusalem, twelve, by itself indicates at once their 
rare excellence and the exceeding greatness of 
their reward. These words of Revelation, whilst 
vividly descriptive of eminent confessors of the 
Faith of every age and nation, are most emphati- 
cally true of such confessors of the “stock of 
Israel,” whose religion always forbade and under 
the law expressly and sternly prohibited the 
slightest semblance of idolatry. Contrasted with 
v. 6, 7, they suggest the same clear distinction 
between Jew and Gentile expressed in Chapter 
7: 4-9, Chapter 15: 2-4. 

V. 6,7. “And I saw another angel flying in 
mid heaven, having an eternal gospel to proclaim 
unto them that dwell on the earth, and unto every 
nation, and tribe, and tongue, and people; and 
he saith with a great voice, Fear God, and give 
him glory; for the hour of his judgment is come; 
and worship him that made heaven, and the earth, 
and the sea and the fountains of waters.” 

Another angel having the everlasting Gospel 
to preach to all mankind, exhorts them with great 
energy of utterance to a reverent acknowledg- 
ment of the glorious and fearful attributes of 
Jehovah about to manifest himself in righteous 
judgments, and to worship Him who “made 
heaven and earth, the sea and all that therein is, 
who sendeth the springs into the valleys which 
run among the hills.” 

V.8. “And another, a second angel, followed, 
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saying, Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, which 
hath made all the nations to drink of the wine of 
the wrath of her fornication.” 

These judgments are by another angel, de- 
clared to have been inflicted upon that patron of 
idolatry—Mystical Babylon (in their appointed 
time). 

V.g-11. “And another angel, a third, fol- 
lowed them, saying with a great voice, If any man 
worshippeth the beast and his image, and receiv- 
eth a mark on his forehead, or upon his hand, he 
also shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 
which is prepared unmixed in the cup of his 
anger; and he shall be tormented with fire and 
brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and 
in the presence of the Lamb: and the smoke of 
their torment goeth up forever and ever; and 
they have no rest day or night, they that worship 
the beast and his image, and whoso receiveth the 
mark of his name.” 

The angel that follows them, with a voice of 
great power, utters a solemn warning against 
worshipping the beast and his image or receiving 
the mark of his name, upon pain of visitation of 
the unmitigated wrath of God and the extreme 
everlasting punishment that can know no allevi- 
ation, in the presence of the holy angels and in 
the presence of the Lamb. 

VV. 12. “Here is the patience of the saints, 
they that keep the commandments of God, and the 
faith of Jesus.” 

In direct antagonism to such conduct, he sets 
forth the truth that unflagging, unflinching perse- 
verance in the ways of God’s laws and in the 
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works of His commandments, is the mark of 
fidelity of the Church in the faith of Christ. 

V. 13. “And I heard a voice from heaven, 
saying, Write, Blessed are the dead which die 
in the Lord from henceforth: yea, saith the 
Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; for 
their works follow with them.” 

Here is announced from on High, that from 
this time on shall it be authoritatively made 
known that a special blessing is pronounced upon 
those who have borne their witness amidst’ the 
most trying circumstances of their lot; for the 
Holy Ghost declareth that both in flesh and 
spirit they are at rest from all their painful strug- 
gle with the false and the wrong; and at the 
Resurrection in the Last Day, their deeds of 
valor in the Faith shall accompany them to the 
Bar of Judgment. 

V. 14-16. “And I saw, and behold, a white 
cloud; and on the cloud I saw one sitting like 
unto a Son of man, having on his head a golden 
crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. And an- 
other angel came out from the temple, crying 
with a great voice to him that sat on the cloud, 
Send forth thy sickle, and reap: for the hour 
to reap is come; for the harvest of the earth is 
over-ripe. And he that sat on the cloud cast 
his sickle upon the earth; and the earth was 
reaped.” 

Another vision now draws upon the sight. 
Christ in His Royal Majesty prepares to exer- 
cise His judicial functions. An angel, coming 
from the immediate presence of God, announces 
with marked emphasis the will of the Father 
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concerning the execution of judgment upon the 
Roman earth in the West. He declares that the 
occasion now presents itself. As in all other in- 
stances, “what things soever the Father doeth, 
these also doeth the son likewise,” and the earth 
is reaped. 

V. 17. “And another angel came out from the 
temple which is in heaven, he also having a 
sharp sickle.” 

Another angel, direct from Divine Presence, 
appears with a symbol of sore judgment in his 
hands. 

V. 18-20. “Another angel came out from the 
altar, he that hath power over fire; and he called 
with a great voice to him that hath the sharp 
sickle, saying, Send forth thy sharp sickle, and 
gather the clusters of the vine of the earth; for 
her grapes are fully ripe. And the angel cast 
his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vintage 
of the earth, and cast it into the winepress, the 
great winepress of the wrath of God. And the 
winepress was trodden without the city, and there 
came out blcod from the winepress, even unto 
the bridles of the horses, as far as a thousand 
and six hundred furlongs.” 

The Angel of Fire, from the representative 
Altar of Sacrifice, imperatively utters the will of 
God, and directs him to inflict with the utmost 
severity the Divine judgment upon ‘the abomina- 
ble idolatries of Rome, and to shut up to the 
fierceness of God’s wrath everything within the 
limits of her immediate jurisdiction—a jurisdic- 
tion indicated by the words sixteen hundred ‘fur- 
longs, and the full exercise of her baleful power. 
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CHAPTER XV. 


V. 1. “And I saw another sign in heaven, 
great and marvellous, seven angels having seven 
plagues, which are the last, for in them is finished 
the wrath of God.” 

The series of visions just described is no 
sooner finished than there is seen another omen 
in heaven, of an extraordinary and highly im- 
pressive character, disclosing the sublime and 
terrible instrumentalities of the final and ex- 
haustive wrath of God against Babylon the 
Great. 

V. 2-4. “And I saw as it were a glassy sea 
mingled with fire; and them that come victorious 
from the beast, and from his image, and from the 
number of his name, standing by the glassy sea, 
having harps of God. And they sing the song 
of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the 
Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy 
works, O Lord God, the Almighty; righteous 
and true are thy, ways, thou King of the ages. 
Who shall not tear, O Lord, and glorify thy 
name? for thou only art holy; for all the na- 
tions shall come and worship before thee; for 
thy righteous acts have been made manifest.” 

Following this is one setting forth the peace 
of God in the immediate presence of Him who 
is a light and a defence to them that love Him, 
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but a consuming fire to His foes; vouchsafed 
after the times of restitution of all things to those 
who have come victorious over apostate Christian 
Rome in Church and State. (An allusion in 
Chapter 4: 6-8, to the molten, brazen laver in the 
Court of the Priests, assigned to the ablutions of 
the Priests, and of the vessels prescribed for the 
temple service.) With instrument and voice of 
surpassing excellence, they blend in their song 
of triumph the tributes of praise from the two 
dispensations—Mosaic and Messianic. 

V. 5-8. “And after these things I saw, and 
the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony 
in heaven was opened: and there came out from 
the temple the seven angels that had the seven 
plagues, arrayed with precious stone, pure and 
bright, and girt about their breasts with golden 
girdles. And one of the four living creatures 
gave unto the seven angels seven golden bowls 
full of the wrath of God, who liveth forever and 
ever. And the temple was filled with smoke from 
the glory of God, and from his power; and none 
was able to enter into the temple, till the seven 
plagues of the seven angels should be finished.” 

This vision opens the way to one indicating a 
still clearer revelation of the will of God to His 
Church. For now the Angels of the Seven Last 
Plagues come forth from the Presence in Heaven, 
ablaze with precious stones thickly clustered 
upon their shining robes, girt with the golden 
girdles around their persons, and stand await- 
ing the order to discharge their assigned duties. 
The tokens of their office of woe are handed to 
them by one of the Four Living Creatures. The 
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vision now showeth that a nearer approach to the 
Presence of God is impossible by reason of the 
awful manifestation of His glory and power, until 
the completion of the execution of the commis- 
sion issued to the Seven Angels. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


V. 1. “And I heard a great voice out of the 
temple, saying to the seven angels, Go ye, and 
pour out the seven bowls of the wrath of God 
into the earth.” 

They are now imperatively ordered from on 
High to put their commission in force, and to ex- 
ercise their functions as messengers of wrath 
from the Eternal One. 

V. 2. “And the first went, and poured out his 
bowl into the earth; and it became a noisome 
and grievous sore upon the men which had the 
mark of the beast, and which worshipped his 
image.” 

The first Angel pours out his Vessel into the 
earth. This scene symbolizes the “Roman Obe- 
dience’—solid as the earth in its constitution, 
and apparently secure in its position from all 
molestation—suddenly struck with the thunder 
gust of the Plague of the Reformation, reaching 
as it does, “im one of its phases” from 1517 to 
1547. A plague it truly was in all its frightful 
effects upon those who with the Diana-shrine- 
makers of Ephesus might well say to each other, 
Sirs, ye know that by this craft we have our 
wealth. Craft, alas! Old wives’ fables usurped 
the place of the Faith of the Son of God, whilst 
the puerilities of a maudlin mediaevalism were ex- 
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pected to satisfy that craving of the soul for 
wholesome food, which the Primitive Church so 
faithfully furnished. The Doctrine, Discipline 
and Worship of Christ had become completely 
blurred to the mental vision, and the moral sense 
had been all but blotted from the soul of man. 
Thus was it in the Church, whilst tyranny and op- 
pression ran riot in the State, and found exact 
embodiment in that unique compound of hetero- 
geneous elements—Henry VIII. and that mon- 
ster of ruthless ambition, cruelty and perfidy— 
“the vulture,” Charles V. 

That the thundergust of inevitable reaction 
from what could no longer be endured, did not 
cause utter devastation of the dearest interests 
of man for time and for eternity, was not at all 
due to the active efforts of typical adherents of 
Babylon of.the West on the one hand, and on the 
other, of officious advocates of ostensible reform. 
Far from it. To this day are to be felt through- 
out the Church on earth, the direful results of 
their exploits that were but the fit expression 
of their baleful spirit. Even in the instances 
of actual exertion in the cause of genuine reforma- 
tion, political motives and personal ends largely 
swayed those in controlling positions—both eccle- 
siastical and civil. 

As a fitting sequel to what preceded, Rome of- 
fered as the only cure for the gaping wounds of 
Christendom, that elaborate, chronic burlesque of 
a free, lawful and ecumenical synod, known in 
history as the Council of Trent, 1545-1563. 

V. 3. “And the second poured out his bowl 
into the sea; and it became blood as of a dead 
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man; and every living soul died, even the things 
that were in the sea.” 

The Second Vessel bears, with its awful sever- 
ity, upon the mountain portions of the Roman 
earth; for the attempt at reformation in that 
mountain portion is quenched in blood and ends 
in utter stagnation of all spiritual life. Such 
bloodshed and stagnation are most righteously 
accompanied by the mental torpor and political 
degradation of Italy and Spain, the foremost 
countries in that scene of revolt against the Most 
High. 

Within a generation past a change, (great in 
Italy), has occurred in both countries; and in 
exact proportion to the manifestation of a spirit 
of resistance to and defiance of the assumptions 
of the Roman See. 

V. 4-7. “And the third poured out his bowl 
into the rivers and the fountains of the waters; 
and it became blood. And I heard the angel of 
the waters, saying, Righteous art thou, which 
att and which wast, thou Holy One, because thou 
didst thus judge; for they poured out the blood 
of saints and prophets, and blood hast ‘thou 
given them to drink; they are worthy. And I 
heard the altar saying, Yea, O Lord God, the 
Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments.” 

Under the Third Vessel the bloody conflict 
breaks out with increased force in 1618, resulting 
for the while in the outpour of the blood of mar- 
tyrs and the suppression of the sources of the 
propagation of light and truth. As a bright beam 
of light streaming through a rift in the heavy 
war clouds of that murky scene, shines forth 
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Gustavus Adolphus standing for the Church and 
Crown of Sweden—a true king among men. A 
soldier of Christ in the noblest ‘sense, he conse- 
crated with prayer and praise the service of the 
battle-field, and fighting alike in behalf of ‘the 
German people and of man, fell in the holiest of 
causes—freedom to worship God. Nor did he 
die in vain. For in the set time of the Almighty’s 
choice did signal retribution fall upon such frantic 
rage against the Most High and all efforts at 
reform, a rage that rolled a crimson tide o’er Ger- 
man soil and caused the death of Sweden’s great- 
est king. 

V. 8,9. “And the fourth poured out his bowl 
upon the sun; and it was given unto it to scorch 
men with fire. And men were scorched with 
great heat: and they blasphemed the name of 
God which hath the power over these plagues; 
and they repented not to give him glory.” 

This very same kind of retribution the Fourth 
Vessel inflicts. Beginning in the interior of 
Europe with the rise of Austrian prominence and 
power in 1711, in the course of its development 
it reaches France, whose ancient monarchy 
adopted as its “cognizance” the sun, and illus- 
trated that orb, not as giving forth light, heat and 
comfort to the promotion of life and all its bless- 
ings, but rather as a baleful source of scorching 
power. A fearful instance of the principle of 
reaction was in due time furnished by the recoil 
from its intolerable tyranny and oppression into 
all the excesses and orgies, the inhuman barbarity 
and demoniacal cruelty of the French Revolution 
from 1792 to 1795. 
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V. 10, 11. “And the fifth poured out his bowl 
upon the throne of the beast; and his kingdom 
was darkened; and they gnawed their tongues 
for pain, and they blasphemed the God of heaven 
because of their pains and their sores; and they 
repented not of their works.” 

The “Eldest Son cf the Church,” as the king 
of France had for centuries claimed to be, proved 
but the “Illustrious Predecessor” of his ghostly 
father the Pope of Rome, whose temporal sover- 
eignty fiercely assailed and for the nonce appar- 
ently destroyed in 1798 and 1849, is at the out- 
pour of the Fifth Vessel in 1870 entirely swept 
away as the complete constitution in that year 
of the kingdom of Italy, the decrees of the judi- 
cial authority of the kingdom in 1882-1884, 
and the seizure by the Government in 1887 of 
medals with the legend Popa et rex (Pope and 
King) struck in commemoration of the sacerdotal 
jubilee of Pope Leo XIII. clearly demonstrate ; 
as do also all the impotent exhibitions of blas- 
phemy against God and hatred to man on the part 
of the Roman Obedience in the Western City of 
the Seven Hills. 

VY. 12. “And the sixth poured out his bowl 
upon the great river, the river Euphrates; and 
the water thereof was dried up, that the way 
might be made ready for the kings that come 
from the sunrising.”’ 

The Fifth Vessel of wrath is followed by the 
Sixth, which symbolizes the dying of the “sick 
man,’ Turkey, which began at the outburst of 
the Russo-Turkish war in 1877. In this year 
occurred the mobilization, and in 1882, the util- 
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ization of Indian troops, subjects of “tributary 
princes,” or of “semi-independent sovereignties,” 
under the suzerainty of the “Empress of India,” 
themselves it may be, aiding in preparing the 
way for the subsequent rise of the new Arab 
power at the head of Mohammedanism, in place 
of the extinct Turkish Empire. 

V. 13,14. “And I saw coming out of the 
mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the 
beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet, 
three unclean spirits, as it were frogs; for they 
are spirits of devils, working signs; which go 
forth unto the kings of the whole world, to gather 
them together unto war of the great day of God, 
the Almighty.” 

The pouring out of this Vessel under which 
we are now living, is accompanied by a manifest 
increase and widespread diffusion of modern 
heathenism (yclept, rationalism and material- 
ism), sensuality and all manner of wickedness 
and villainy, marking most emphatically the frog 
out of the mouth of the dragon. By the aggres- 
sive and persecuting spirit of secular powers, 
acting in the interest of the Triple Crown; the 
frog out of the mouth of the beast. And by 
superstition finding its fullest expression in that 
“Masterpiece of Satan’—Romanism—which is 
simply the quintessence of the baptized heathen- 
ism of “‘an evil heart of unbelief in departing from 
the living God”—the frog out of the mouth of 
the false prophet. 

V. 15,16. “Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed 
is he that watcheth and keepeth his garments, 
lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. And 
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they gathered them together into the place which 
is called in Hebrew Har-Magedon.” 

This trial of the Faith and patience of the 
Church only serves to bring out with greater 
vividness the timely warning of her Divine Head, 
here given, in which He uses substantially the 
same language He does to the Church in Sardis 
—thus identifying as it were, the present provi- 
dential period of His grace as the one designated 
by the term “Church in Sardis.” This period is 
also characterized by the preparations going on 
for the return of the Jews to the Holy Land, 
and by the finishing of the war of Har-Magedon. 
This war will end, and not till then, in the “set- 
tlement of the Eastern Question,” or in other 
words, the extirpation of Mohammedanism as a 
power wherever it is found; which event will be 
announced by the blast of the Seventh Trumpet. 

V. 17-21. “And the seventh poured out his 
bowl upon the air; and there came forth a great 
voice out of the temple, from the throne, saying, 
It is done: and there were lightnings, and voices, 
and thunders; and there was a great earthquake, 
such as was not since there were men upon the 
earth, so great an earthquake, so mighty. And 
the great city was divided into three parts, and 
the cities of the nations fell: and Babylon the 
great was remembered in the sight of God, to 
give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness 
of his wrath. And every island fled away, and 
the mountains were not found. And great hail, 
every stone about the weight of a talent, cometh 
down out of heaven upon men: and men Dlas- 
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phemed God because of the plague of the hail; 
for the plague thereof is exceeding great.” 

Under the head of the Seventh Vessel is briefly 
stated by way of anticipation what is described in 
detail in Chapter XIX. This series of events 
opens with the announcement of a direct attack 
upon the throne of the prince of the power of the 
air, the great founder of Babylon the great, his 
great masterpiece of mischief to the children of 
men. No sooner does this occur than a voice 
from God, the Judge of all, is heard saying, “It 
is done!” This utterance is accompanied by a 
sublime manifestation of His glory, authority and 
power. The effect of such utterance and manifes- 
tation is an unprecedented, fearful revolution 
upon the Roman earth, and as the result of that 
revolution a three-fold utterly destructive judg- 
ment falls upon it. Its inhabitants become drunk 
with bewilderment and consternation at the hand 
of God himself. At the same time all the powers, 
great and small, under Roman domination, disap- 
pear from the political stage. Accompanying: these 
changes is an incessant storm of evils of crushing 
weight—a storm precluding all possibility of es- 
cape by those doomed to its infliction. In marked 
contrast with the effect of the earthquake de- 
scribed in Chapter 11:13, no repentance fol- 
lows from suffering these judgments, for their 
subjects pray to God only in the form of blas- 
phemy, and remain as hardened and defiant as 
ever. Therefore does judgment come upon them 
to the uttermost. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 


“And there came one of the seven angels that 
had the seven bowls, and spake with me, saying, 
Come hither, I will show thee the judgment of 
the great harlot that sitteth upon many waters; 
with whom the kings of the earth committed for- 
nication, and they that dwell in the earth were 
made drunken with the wine of her fornication. 
And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wil- 
derness: and I saw a woman sitting upon a scar- 
let-colored beast, full of names of blasphemy, 
having seven heads and ten horns. And the 
woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and 
decked with gold and precious stone and pearls, 
having in her hand a golden cup of abominations, 
even the unclean things of her fornication, and 
upon her forehead a name written, MYSTERY, 
BABYLON. THE GREAT, THE MOTHER 
OF THE HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMI- 
NATIONS OF THE EARTH. And I saw the 
woman drunken with the blood of saints, and with 
the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when I 
saw her, I wondered with a great wonder. And 
the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou 
wonder? I will tell thee the mystery of the wom- 
an, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath 
the seven heads and the ten horns. The beast 
that thou sawest was, and is not; and is about to 
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come up out of the abyss, and to go into perdi- 
tion. And they that dwell on the earth shall won- 
der, they whose name hath not been written in the 
book of life from the foundation of the world, 
when they behold the beast, how that he was, and 
is not, and shall come. Here is the mind which 
hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven moun- 
tains, on which the woman sitteth: and they are 
seven kings; the five are fallen, the one is, the 
other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he 
must continue a little while. And the beast that 
was, and is not, is himself also an eighth, and is 
of the seven; and he goeth into perdition. And 
the ten horns that thou sawest are ten kings, 
which have received no kingdom as yet; but they 
receive authority as kings, with the beast, for one 
hour. These have one mind, and they give their 
power and authority unto the beast. These shall 
war against the Lamb, and the Lamb shall over- 
come them, for he is Lord of lords, and King of 
kings; and they also shall overcome that are with 
him, called and chosen and faithful. And he 
saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, 
where the harlot sitteth, are peoples, and multi- 
tudes, and nations and tongues. And the ten 
horns which thou sawest, and the beast, these 
shall hate the harlot, and shall make her desolate 
and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and shall burn 
her utterly with fire. For God did put in their 
hearts to do his mind, and to come to one mind, 
and to give their kingdom unto the beast, until the 
words of God should be accomplished. ‘And the 
woman whom thou sawest is the great city, which 
reigneth over the kings of the earth.” 


Saint John in Patmos, 87 


This chapter and the eighteenth constitute an 
episode, and, like the cast of a play, introduce the 
reader to a brief description of what is aimed at 
in the enactment of all the scenes that follow, thus 
foreshadowing the spirit of the whole drama (as 
do the two chapters just mentioned), the ideal of 
the grandest tragedy this side of the Judgment of 
the wicked in the Last Day. In illustration of 
this idea, one of the “Vessel” Angels invites S. 
John to stand with him in the Empire desolated 
by her presence, to see her moral photograph 
taken and to witness the rehearsal of the great 
act of retribution upon that object of God’s 
“wrath and damnation” called the “great harlot,” 
planted amidst the seas and ruling over “peoples” 
and “multitudes,” and “nations and tongues,” 
inevitably kept by her in a state of unrest and 
commotion. 

This object of Divine wrath is none other than 
mystical* Babylon heretofore represented as a 
city reigning over the powers of the Holy Roman 
Empire, and is described as an abandoned woman 
false to her marital vows and bedecked with all 
the appliances designed for the ensnaring of the 
victims of her wiles. It is she who absolutely 


* As stated by several writers* the word mys- 
tery was for awhile displayed upon the front of the 
Triple Crown, but was removed when the reformers 
called attention to it. The fatuity that could adopt so ex- 
act a designation, is equalled only by the fatuity that 
could by erasure of the word confess such complete 
identification. 


* Scaliger, Duke de Montmorency, Francis le Morny’s 
Brocoulin. 
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controls the city and all its dependencies. She is 
the fountain head of all corruption in doctrine, 
and of all the idolatrous practices throughout the 
Empire. Having revelled to the full in persecu- 
tion of the martyrs of the “Catholic and Apostolic 
Faith,” “whole and undefiled,” she is drunk with 
the quantity of blood she has shed. 

The Roman Empire, often termed Western 
Empire, Latin Empire, in the West having in the 
meanwhile been indefinitely suspended; ten Dia- 
dem powers (Denmark, England, France, Ger- 
many, Hungary, Italy, Poland, Portugal, Spain, 
Sweden), take their rise in the wake of her as- 
sumption of temporal authority, and eventually 
constitute the Holy Roman Empire, a political 
creation that on Christmas Day, 800, sprang, 
Minerva-like, essentially equipped from her fer- 
tile, facile brain. 

Such assumption on her part rounds out the 
number of her seven governments—kings, con- 
suls, dictators, decemvirs, military tribunes, em- 
perors and sovereign pontiffs. 'The seventh form 
is in verse eleven described as “an eighth and of 
the seven,” because it succeeds and in large meas- 
ure owes its very being to the transient Gothic 
Kingdom, (476-555) interjected, so to speak, 
between the two governments imperial and pon- 
tifical. This interjection effectually destroys the 
vitality of imperialism in Italy, and leaves as its 
dwindling shadow the Exarchate of Ravenna 
(568-752) which in due time vanishes from sight 
only to reappear as part of that special preserve of 
the Roman Paparchy, the pretended patrimony 
of S. Peter. The diadem powers are the ten 


Saint John in Patmos. 89 


toes of the image of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, 
and by the experiences of their lot, identify them- 
selves as the outgrowth of a “kingdom partly 
strong and partly broken”—Dan. I1: 40-42. Be- 
ing more or less poisoned by the teaching of Rome 
in doctrine, discipline and worship, they show for 
awhile at least in corresponding degree, devotion 
to her behests, and at her instigation war against 
Christ the “King of the Ages.”’ Some of them 
eventually scout her usurped supremacy, throw off 
her yoke, and renounce all communion with her. 
The rest persevere in Satan-inspired antagonism 
to the Lamb to their own utter confusion and de- 
feat. With Him shares in the triumph His faithful 
Church. Thus are the waters spoken of in the 
first verse identified, and described accordingly. 
The remnants of the long since nominally dis- 
solved (1806) “Holy Roman Empire” remaining 
to this moment in subjection to her sway, and 
other powers in sympathy with them (ten it may 
be, still the number of them all), now turn in 
fury upon her and visit her with absolute, appall- 
ing ruin; for it was in simple execution of the 
will of God that they united in support of her 
claims and exactions until His purposes should 
be fulfilled. And Rome as a Church-State is the 
name of the Woman as she sitteth, supreme in 
her day in the “Holy Roman Empire.” 
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CHAPTER XVIIT. 


V. 1-20. “After these things I saw another 
angel coming down out of heaven, having great 
authority; and the earth was lightened with his 
glory. And he cried with a mighty voice, saying, 
Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, and is become 
a habitation of devils, and a hold of every unclean 
spirit, and a hold of every unclean and hateful 
bird. .For by the wine of the wrath of her forni- 
cation all the nations are fallen; and the kings 
of the earth committed fornication with her, and 
the merchants of the earth waxed rich by the 
power of her wantonness. 

“And I heard another voice from heaven, say- 
ing, Come forth, my people, out of her, that ye 
have no fellowship with her sins, and that ye re- 
ceive not her plagues: for her sins have reached 
even unto heaven, and God hath remembered her 
iniquities. Render unto her even as she ren- 
dered, and double unto her the double according 
to her works: in the cup which she mingled, 
mingle unto her double. How much soever she 
glorified herself, and waxed wanton, so much 
give her of torment and mourning; for she saith 
in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and 
shall in no wise see mourning. Therefore in one 
day shall her plagues come, death, and mourn- 
ing and famine; and she shall be utterly burned 
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with fire; for strong is the Lord God which 
judged her. And the kings of the earth, who 
committed fornication and lived wantonly with 
her, shall weep and wail over her, when they look 
upon the smoke of her burning, standing afar 
off for the fear of her torment, saying, Woe, woe, 
the great city, Babylon, the strong city! for in 
one hour is thy judgment come. And the mer- 
chants of the earth weep and mourn over her, for 
no man buyeth their merchandise any more; mer- 
chandise of gold, and silver, and precious stone, 
and pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, 
and scarlet; and all thy wood, and every ves- 
sel of ivory, and every vessel made of most 
precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and mar- 
ble; and cinnamon, and spice, and incense, and 
ointment, and frankincense, and wine, and oil. 
and fine flour, and wheat, and cattle, and sheep; 
and merchandise of horses and chariots, and 
slaves; and souls of men. And the fruits which 
thy soul lusted after are gone from thee, and all 
things that were dainty and sumptuous are per- 
ished from thee, and men shall find them no more 
at all. The merchants of these things, who were 
made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the 
fear of her torment, weeping and mourning, say- 
ing, Woe, woe, the great city, she that was ar- 
rayed in fine linen and purple and scarlet, and 
decked with gold and precious stone and pearl! 
for in one hour so great riches is made desolate. 
And every shipmaster, and every one that saileth 
any whither, and mariners, and as many as gain 
their living by sea, stood afar off, and cried out 
as they looked upon the smoke of her burning, 
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saying, What city is like the great city? And 
they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping 
and mourning, saying, Woe, woe, the great city, 
wherein were made rich all that had their ships 
in the sea by reason of her costliness! for in one 
hour is she made desolate. Rejoice over her, 
thou heaven, and ye saints, and ye apostles, and 
ye prophets; for God hath judged your judg- 
ment on her.” 

The photograph finished, the rehearsal begins. 
And now an angel clothed with extraordinary 
authority comes down from heaven and sheds a 
wondrous light around his glorious person. With 
a voice of great power does he describe the com- 
ing doom of that Enemy of Christ and the Church, 
whose character had just been given in a picture 
to the life. Her desolation is predicted under 
most suggestive imagery, and the reasons for its 
infliction stated. Potentates and the traders in 
the might of her arrogance and her inordinate 
desires are numbered with her in her guiltiness 
before God. He Himself, from His Throne, now 
calls upon His faithful ones even in her very 
midst to escape her doom by at once renouncing 
all fellowship with her; for the patience of even 
the Eternal One is at last exhausted and her final 
and complete punishment is now to be inflicted. 
Her very sins are to be made her sufferings; for 
her pride she shall have humiliation; for selif- 
indulgence utter privation. A queen in exalta- 
tion in her own estimation, she shall be hence- 
forth known by others only as an object of sheer 
derision and contempt. Serene in her imagined 
security from the sorrow summed up in the word 
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widowhood, at once shall she suffer the sundering 
of every tie that can make life desirable, and be 
utterly overwhelmed by the wrath of Almighty 
God as He ariseth in His Majesty to shake terri- 
bly that goddess Power. And for her shall 
mourn all those rulers who have enhanced at her 
hands their worldly power, and all who, by the 
adoption of her devices, have made merchandise 
of the souls of their fellow men. Thus from the 
height of luxury and power is she hurled to the 
depth of extreme want and degradation. Thus 
shall her fall be felt o’er land and sea, for the in- 
habitants of both have been bewitched with her 
sorceries. What to them is the signal of “sor- 
row of heart” and “vexation of spirit,” is an oc- 
casion of rejoicing on the part of the angels in 
Heaven, of the Redeemed in Paradise, the Church 
on earth, the Apostolic Band, whose names shall 
grace the foundations of the New. Jerusalem, and 
of those who did by authority announce the will 
of God on earth, for their faithful witness hath 
been avouched by God himself, who in this man- 
ner avenges their sufferings at her hands. 

V. 21-24. “And a strong angel took up a 
stone as it were a great millstone, and cast it into 
the sea, saying, Thus with a mighty fall shal! 
Babylon, the great city, be cast down, and shall 
be found no more at all. And the voice of 
harpers, and minstrels, and flute players, and 
trumpeters shall be heard no more at all in thee; 
and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft, shall be 
found any more at all in thee; and the light of a 
lamp shall shine no more at all in thee; and the 
voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be 
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heard no more at all in thee; for thy merchants 
were the princes of the earth; for with thy 
sorcery were all the nations deceived. And in 
her was found the blood of prophets and of saints, 
and of all that have been slain upon the earth. 

She (as the strong angel declares and symboli- 
cally indicates) shall utterly disappear from the 
sight of men amidst violent commotions, and 
there shall no longer be heard in her the sound 
of music or sign of pleasure, nor shall be pur- 
sued any mode of occupation. Marriage, the 
great human source and bond of society, shall 
cease; for princes traded in those sorceries by 
which were the populations of the Holy Roman 
Empire deceived. Upon her is fastened the 
charge of murder, alike of those who by authority 
proclaimed the will of God, of those who preached 
it by their lives, and of all the victims of her 
cruelty. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 


V. I-to. “After these things I heard as it 
were a great voice of a great multitude in heaven, 
saying, Hallelujah; Salvation, and glory, and 
power, belong to our God: for true and righteous 
are his judgments; for he hath judged the great 
harlot, which did corrupt the earth with her forni- 
cation, and he hath avenged the blood of his serv- 
ants at her hand. And a second time they say, 
Hallelujah. And her smoke goeth up forever 
and ever. And the four and twenty elders and 
the four living creatures fell down and wor- 
shipped God that sitteth on the throne, saying, 
Amen; Hallelujah. And a voice came forth 
from the throne, saying, Give praise to our God, 
all ye his servants, ye that fear him, the small and 
the great. A'nd I heard as it were the voice of a 
great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, 
and as the voice of mighty thunders, saying, Hal- 
lelujah: for the Lord our God, the Almighty 
reigneth. Let us rejoice and be exceeding glad, 
and let us give the glory unto him: for the mar- 
riage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath 
made herself ready. And it was given unto her 
that she should array herself in fine linen, bright 
and pure: for the fine linen is the righteous acts 
of the saints. And he saith unto me, Write, 
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Blessed are they which are bidden to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, 
These are true words of God. And I fell down 
before his feet to worship him. And he saith 
unto me, See thou do it not: I ama fellow-servant 
with thee and with thy brethren that hold the 
testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testi- 
mony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” 

The episode of Chapters XVII and XVIII 
finished, S. John hears loud and repeated ascrip- 
tions of praise to Jehovah by a great multitude 
of the angelic host, for his judgment upon Baby- 
lon the Great, which judgment is made perpetual. 
And now for the third time, is offered the wor- 
sulp predicted in Chapter 4: 9, 10, by the twenty- 
four Angel Elders and the Four Living Creatures. 
An injunction, doubtless by one of the Four Liv- 
ing Creatures, to praise God is here laid upon 
all angels, archangels, thrones and dominions, 
principalities and powers. In response to ‘this is 
heard, as the roar of Ocean’s waves and the crash 
of the thunder peal, the voice of an innumerable 
company of angels raising shouts of exultation 
at the hitherto unequalled manifestation of the 
sovereignty of God. In like manner is expressed 
their delight at the announcement of the forth- 
coming union of Christ and the Church—a union 
to be consummated upon the New Earth under 
the New Heaven. As an indispenable condition 
of the occurrence of that event, the entire sancti- 
fication of Christ’s people through the power of 
the Holy Ghost is now declared, as is also the 
blessedness of communion with the same. ‘This 
declaration is made by an Angel upon the au- 
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thority of God Himself. In accordance with 
Oriental usage and instincts, and at the same time 
dazed with the glory of the visions granted, S. 
John attempts to express his sense of obligation 
to the angel communicating the Revelation to 
him. The bright messenger from Heaven for- 
bids the act, tells him that he is simply a fellow 
creature, a witness with him and the faithful 
members of Christ, of the truth as it is in Jesus, 
and exhorts him to worship God alone inasmuch 
as the truth that Jesus is the Messiah is the bur- 
den of prophecy. 

V. 11-18. “And I saw the heaven opened; 
and behold, a white horse, and he that sat thereon, 
called Faithful and True; and in righteousness 
he doth judge and make war. And his eyes are 
a flame of fire, and upon his head are many dia- 
dems; and he hath a name written, which no one 
knoweth but himself. And he is arrayed in a 
garment sprinkled with blood: and his name is 
called the Word of God. And the armies which 
are in heaven followed him upon white horses, 
clothed in fine linen, white and pure. And out of 
his mouth proceedeth a sharp sword, that with 
it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule 
them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the 
winepress of the fierceness of the wrath of Al- 
mighty God. And he hath on his garment and 
on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, 
AND LORD OF LORDS. 

“And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and 
he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the 
birds that fly in mid heaven, Come and be gath- 
ered together unto the great supper of God; that 
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ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of 
captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the 
flesh of horses and of them that sit thereon, and 
the flesh of all men, both free and bond, and 
small and great.” 

And now follows a vision of Christ going forth 
to war in omniscience and omnipotence, with 
tokens of His universal sovereignty over the na- 
tions in His own Name, (a name known only to 
Himself) and symbolically besprinkled with the 
blood of His enemies. He rides upon a white 
horse, already described as indicating military 
authority in distinction from civil, which is repre- 
sented by a white ass. He is followed by angels 
correspondingly mounted as the “armies of 
Heaven,” and as symbolizing the holiness and 
brightness of that abode, “clothed in fine linen, 
white and pure.” The long, broad, heavy, sharp, 
two-edged Thracian sword symbolizes His crush- 
ing out all opposition of the nations of His foes; 
the rod of iron—His reducing them to His ab- 
solute control; and the winepress—His finally 
grinding them to powder with His unmingled 
wrath. As with the splendor of Oriental majes- 
ty, His titles are emblazoned upon His vesture 
and upon the garments of His thigh in intimation 
of His absolute and eternal sovereignty. 

In due counterpart on earth of the scene thus 
presented, and in exact fulfillment of the Divine 
purpose indicated by the vision; at the time ap- 
pointed, the supreme civil authority then on the 
stage of human action issues a commission to all 
political scavengers within its jurisdiction, em- 
powering them to batten to the full upon the spoil 
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afforded by the sheer annihilation of all opposi- 
tion attempted by the implacable, insensate foes 
of the Son of God. 

V. 19-21. “And I saw the beast, and the 
kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered 
together to make war against him that sat upon 
the horse, and against his army. And the beast 
was taken, and with him the false prophet that 
wrought the signs in his sight, wherewith he de- 
ceived them that received the mark of the beast, 
and them that worshipped his image: they twain 
were cast alive into the lake of fire that burneth 
with brimstone: and the rest were killed with the 
sword of him that sat upon the horse, even the 
sword which came out of his mouth: and all the 
birds were filled with their flesh.” 

And now the Seer beholds the Roman powers 
ecclesiastical and civil, with all their forces com- 
bined in utter hostility to Him and to all the holy 
angels with Him. Most unconsciously and yet 
the more completely fulfilling the will of God, 
they engage in a final conflict with Christ’s faith- 
ful ones of earth; this conflict results in the utter 
humiliation of Rome, and the eternal punishment 
of those who while on earth, originated or main- 
tained that power. These acts of vengeance are 
accompanied by the total rout and crushing out 
of their deluded followers, predicted in v. 18. 
This scene describes the complete outpouring of 
the seventh vessel spoken of by anticipation in 
Chapter 16: 17-21. 
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CHAPTER XX. 


V. 1-3. “And I saw an angel coming down 
out of heaven, having the key of the abyss and a 
great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the 
dragon, the old serpent, which is the Devil and 
Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and 
cast him into the abyss, and shut it, and sealed 
it over him, that he should deceive the nations 
no more, until the thousand years should be fin- 
ished: after this he must be loosed for a little 
time.” 

By the expression used in Chapter 16: 17, this 
is meant: that as the seventh Angel overturns 
the throne of the Prince of the Power of the Air, 
another angel is described in this chapter, 1-3, as 
shutting him out from all participation in the 
affairs of men for a thousand years, thus securing 
the entire suspension during that period, of his 
power to injure or even to annoy mankind. His 
subsequent outburst from his prison of woe will 
be as short in duration as it will be terrible in 
character. 

V. 4-6. “And I saw thrones, and they sat 
upon them, and judgment was given unto them: 
and I saw the souls of them that had been be- 
headed for the testimony of Jesus, and for the 
word of God, and such as worshipped not the 
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beast, neither his image, and received not the 
mark upon their forehead and upon their hand; 
and they lived, and reigned with Christ a thou- 
sand years. The rest of the dead lived not until 
the thousand years should be finished. This is 
the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that 
hath part in the first resurrection: over these the 
second death hath no power; but they shall be 
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with 
him a thousand years.” 

The event here recorded ushers in the Millenni- 
um, whose beginning is symbolized by a vision of 
thrones indicating the great fact that the destinies 
of the creation of God are inseparably bound up 
with the fortunes of the Catholic Church of all 
ages, whether militant, expectant, or triumphant, 
and it is therefore fitly represented by the thrones 
of the twenty-four Angel Elders. The nations 
of the earth, long the victims of Satan’s wiles, 
now redeemed, disenthralled, avenged, are seen 
by S. John reigning secure from harm in perfect 
peace and joy. Special honor and great exalta- 
tion are bestowed upon the martyrs of the Faith, 
in the Church in Paradise, a marked prominence 
being assigned to the victors over Apostate Rome. 
If so true as to the reconciling of the Jews to their 
own Messiah, how much more true of these 
champions of the Faith in this their new expe- 
rience, that it is nothing less than “Life from the 
Dead!” In consequence of such eminence in the 
sight of God, they shall be free from the curse 
of the death of the soul. They shall also be 
Church Envoys to the Father and the Son, of the 
rest of their brethren in Christ, and continue 
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graced with all the honors of royalty at His hands 
to the end of the Thousand Years. This highly 
exalted state of the Church both on earth and in 
Paradise is in marked contrast to that of the rest 
of the slain “with the sword of Him that sat upon 
the horse,” who find their resurrection only in 
the outburst of Satan in all his malice at the 
end of a thousand years. 

V. 7-10. “And when the thousand years are 
finished, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 
and shall come forth to deceive the nations which 
are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and 
Magog, to gather them together to the war: the 
number of whom is as the sand of the sea. And 
they went up over the breadth of the earth, and 
compassed the camp of the saints about, and the 
beloved city; and fire came down out of heaven, 
and devoured them. And the devil that deceived 
them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, 
where are also the beast and the false prophet: 
and they shall be tormented day and night forever 
and ever.” 

This period ended, Satan shall again be per- 
mitted to exert his fell power over man, and 
knowing that he hath but a short time, in great 
wrath doth he, from every nook and corner of 
the entire Roman Empire and its adjuncts, sum- 
mon his serfs to battle. Throughout this sphere 
of operations doth he assault the Church of 
Christ and beleaguer the beloved city. In the 
midst of all these machinations against her, and 
in the hour of her sorest need, does the fiery, de- 
vouring wrath of God light upon Satan’s deluded 
followers and consume them. The author of 
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their sin and its consequences—the Devil—is now 
consigned to the place prepared for him and his 
angels, fit companions in the World of Woe of 
the originators and impenitent supporters of 
Apostate Rome in Church and State, who, accord- 
ing to their deserts shall, with the Devil and his 
angels be visited with the ever present, never end- 
ing torment of the all-searching wrath of Him 
Who liveth forever and ever. 

V. 11-15. “And I saw a great white throne, 
and him that sat upon it, from whose face the 
earth and the heaven fled away; and there was 
found no place for them. And I saw the dead. 
the great and the small, standing before the 
throne; and books were opened: and another 
book was opened, which is the book of life; and 
the dead were judged out of the things which 
were written in the books, according to their 
works. And the sea gave up the dead which were 
in it; and death and Hades gave up the dead 
which were in them: and they were judged 
every man according to their works. And death 
and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This 
is the second death, even the lake of fire. And 
if any was not found written in the book of life, 
he was cast into the lake of fire.” 

Probation is now ended, and as in the vision of 
Chapter 4: 2-4, in infinite contrast with all lesser 
thrones is now seen the Throne of God in His 
holiness—a holiness so awful as to be “dark with 
excessive bright”—a holiness before which the 
framework of existing nature gives way and is 
no more seen. Before it stand all conditions of 
men of all ages, from Adam to his youngest son, 
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The records of their lives, in thought, word and 
deed, are laid bare before the assembled moral 
universe, and by those records shall they be justi- 
fied and by them shall they be condemned. The 
resurrection of the body unto judgment shall in- 
clude both land and sea, while from the Unseen 
World of Spirits come the souls of those to whom 
belong the bodies, “that the whole man may, ac- 
cording to his works, have either reward or pun- 
ishment as he hath lived virtuously or wickedly.” 
The wicked are now consigned to their fiual abode 
“Tophet,” the “Lake of Fire,” in which, as to 
both body and soul, the “image of God”’ shall be 
forever absent from them, whilst the fiery brim- 
stone of His unmitigated wrath shall be their 
unutterably intensified and everlasting woe. 

To this lot shall be consigned all who, having 
had the opportunity, are not found enrolled 
amongst the followers of the Lamb, but not of 
those who, not having the opportunity, had the 
heart to be and have one and all endured unto 
the end. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 


V. 1-8. “And I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth: for the first heaven and the first earth 
are passed away; and the sea is no more. And 
I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride 
adorned for her husband. ‘And I heard a great 
voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the tab- 
ernacle of God is with men, and he shall dwell 
with them, and they shall be his peoples, and God 
himself shall be with them, and be their God: 
and he shall wipe away every tear from their 
eyes; and death shall be no more; neither shall 
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain, any 
more: the first things are passed away. And he 
that sitteth on the throne, said, Behold, I make all 
things new. And he saith, Write: for these 
words are faithful and true. And he said unto 
me, They are come to pass. I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will 
give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of 
the water of life freely. He that overcometh 
shall inherit these things; and I will be his God, 
and he shall be my son. But for the fearful, 
and unbelieving, and abominable, and murderers, 
and fornicators, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and 
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all liars, their part shall be in the lake that burn- 
eth with fire and brimstone; which is the second 
death.” 

According to the promise of the Most High 
as recorded by the Apostle of the Circumcision, 
S. John beholds the New Heaven and the New 
Earth formed out of the elements that constituted 
the Old, refined by the fire of the Judgment Day 
and free from every feature that can work to the 
separation or unrest of the children of men, be- 
ing themselves a resurrection like that of the dust 
of man into another and grander condition of 
being. To this regenerated earth, under its puri- 
fied, ethereal envelope, now comes the Church of 
Christ prepared for her bridal union with the 
Lamb. Having in the immediate presence of God 
the Father received the “freedom” of the City of 
the Great King, she takes her appointed place 
as Jerusalem, a “Place of Peace” forever, in ful- 
fillment of His gracious purpose announced with 
a great voice from the Throne and now made 
manifest, of His being as the Father of our 
spirits, resident in this His New Creation. He 
the sole “Fountain,” “Cause,” “Beginning,” of 
the Godhead, with the Redeemer of mankind, 
and the Holy Ghost the Comforter, the “Lord the 
Life Giver,” “proceeding from the Father,” 
“through” “the Son,” tabernacles with the sons of 
men in “Jerusalem the Golden.” No tear shall 
fall from any eye; death itself shall die and with 
it all mourning, crying, and pain, for with man’s 
sin shall pass away his sorrow. In pledge of all 
this unutterable blessedness and glory, is given 
by command the recorded Word of Him who 
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calls Himself the Alpha and the Omega, the Be- 
ginning and the End. This title of God the Fa- 
ther is shared in by the Son, “the First and the 
Last,” “the Beginning of the Creation of God.” 
As it is written,““The Son can do nothing of Him- 
self, but what he seeth the Father do: for what 
things soever He doeth, these also doeth the 
Son likewise. For the Father loveth the Son, 
and showeth Him all things that Himself doeth. 
For as the Father hath life in Himself, so hath 
he given to the Son to have life in Himself.” In 
this regeneration shall come to pass these words 
spoken in the “Sermon on the Mount:” 

“Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit 
the earth.” 

“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst 
after righteousness: for they shall be filled.” 

“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall 
see God.” 

It is also written, “To him that overcometh 
will I grant to sit with Me in My Throne, even 
as I also overcame and am set down with my 
father in His Throne.” 

“Ye are the temple of the Living God: as 
God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in 
them, and I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people. Wherefore come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive 
you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall 
be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Al- 
mighty.” Far different shall be the lot of all who 
either flinch from their Christian duty or else deny 
its claims, and also of those who do the “works 
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of the flesh.” ‘All such shall find their home in 
the Lake of Fire, to be forever blasted in the 
Second Death. 

V. 9-27. “And there came one of the seven 
angels who had the seven bowls, who were laden 
with the seven last plagues; and he spake with 
me, saying, Come hither, I will show thee the 
bride, the wife of the Lamb. And he carried 
me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and 
high, and showed me the Holy City Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, having 
the glory of God: her light was like unto a 
stone most precious, as it were a jasper stone, 
clear as crystal: having a wall great and high; 
having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve 
angels; and names written thereon, which are the 
names of the twelve tribes of the children of 
Israel: on the east were three gates; and on the 
north three gates; and on the south three gates; 
and on the west three gates. And the wall of 
the city had twelve foundations, and on them 
twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
And he that spake with me had for a measure a 
golden reed to measure the city, and the gates 
thereof, and the wall thereof. And the city lieth 
foursquare, and the length thereof is as great 
as the breadth: and he measured the city with the 
reed, twelve thousand furlongs: the length and 
the breadth and the height thereof are equal. And 
he measured the wall thereof, a hundred and 
forty and four cubits, according to the measure of 
a man, that is, of an angel. And the building of 
the wall thereof was jasper: and the city was 
pure gold, like unto pure glass. The founda- 
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tions of the wall of the city were adorned with all 
manner of precious stones. The first foundation 
was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, 
chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; the fifth, sar- 
donyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chryso- 
lite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the 
tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the 
twelith, amethyst. And the twelve gates were 
twelve pearls; each one of the several gates was 
of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure 
gold, as it were transparent glass. And I saw 
no temple therein: for the Lord God the Al- 
mighty, and the Lamb, are the temple thereof. 
And the city hath no need of the sun, neither of 
the moon, to shine upon it: for the glory of God 
did lighten it, and the lamp thereof is the Lamb. 
And the nations shall walk amidst the light there- 
of: and the kings of the earth do bring their 
glory into it. And the gates thereof shall in no 
wise be shut by day (for there shall be no night 
there): and they shall bring the glory and the 
honor of the nations into it: and there shall in 
no wise enter into it anything unclean, or he that 
maketh an abomination and a lie: but only they 
which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” 
And now there comes to the Seer one of the 
Angels of the Seven Last Plagues, to summon 
him to a sight of the Church on the New Earth 
in her perfection and glory. He is given a point 
of observation commanding a perfect view. 
Alight with the glory from the Shechinah and 
her luminary, the Bright Morning Star, she is 
girt around with all the graces and virtues of the 
Christian life; and for the patient endurance of 
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all her probation she is one mass of “pure gold” 
“tried in the fire,” like unto clear glass. 
Perfect in prosperity and peace, as her signa- 
ture twelve denotes, she has for her eminent war- 
ders against all foes of Jehovah’s Temple, holy 
Angels of God. The names of the Twelve Tribes 
of Israel emphasize the truth that her privileges 
are free to him “which is a Jew inwardly; whose 
circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and 
not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but 
of God”—whilst her foundation stones stamped 
with the names of the Twelve Apostles of the 
Lamb, as clearly teach that she is built upon the 
foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus 
Christ Himself being the Chief Curner Stone. 
The gates multiplied by the foundations, givethe 
result of the use upon the wall of the city of the 
golden measure-reed in the hands of the Angel. 
And thus by the two-fold witness of her own sig- 
nature, 7. e., twelve in the number a hundred and 
forty and four, does the Church of the living God 
assert the character of her essential and perpetual 
apostolicity—an apostolicity reaching on from the 
Paradise of the Old Earth to that of the New. 
Foursquare Catholic in her faultless proportions 
and absolute symmetry, she is as primitive in her 
origin—having her very being from Him who is 
Himself the Pearl of Great Price, even the Price 
of our salvation, whilst each several member of 
Christ when counted by Him “amongst His jew- 
els” “in that Day,” shall, true to its prototype, 
be found to have a beauty and a finish all its own. 
And this blessed consummation of man’s sorest 
discipline on earth, the meaning of the jewel’s 
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Persian name—“Child of Light,” most vividly 
suggests. And as she is, so is her worship. Like 
that of the angels in heaven, it is without veil or 
sacrament, and her all-sufficient Light—the smile 
of God, and of the Lamb. The nations of the 
Redeemed shall walk in that Light. Her free- 
dom and all her ministrations shall be secured to 
all, whilst Royalty itself shall delight to glorify, 
the Tabernacle of God with men. Perfect in 
holiness of heart and righteousness of life, she 
shall be forever free from error, sin and defile- 
ment, and wholly Scriptural—recorded as ‘she is 
in the “Lamb’s Book of Life.” 
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CHAPTER XXII. 


V: 1,2. “And he showed me a river of water 
of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the 
throne of God and of the Lamb, in the midst of 
the street thereof. And on this side of the river 
and on that was the tree of life, bearing twelve 
manner of fruits, yielding its fruit every month: 
and the leaves of the tree were for the healing 
of the nations.” 

The truth as it is in Jesus, set forth in the 
“Scripture of Truth,’ as the “Doctrine of 
Christ’”—the “Faith once delivered unto the 
Saints’’—under probation, is by the “Spirit of 
Truth,” as by a mighty, penetrating river, con- 
veyed to every part of the being of man as now 
on the New Earth, and wholly moulded into the 
image of Christ by the power of the Holy Ghost. 
Symbolized in His procession “from the Father” 
“through the Son,” by the “River of Life pro- 
ceeding out of the Throne of God and of the 
Lamb,” He causeth everything to live “whither- 
soever” He “cometh.” By the wholesome leaves 
of the doctrines delivered by Him doth He heal 
all the diseases of the soul and prepare it for 
nourishment unto Eternal Life, in the truth of 
Christ indicated by the Apostolic number twelve. 
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V. 3-5. “And there shall be no curse any 
more: and the throne of God and of the Lamb 
shall be therein: and his servants shall do him 
service; and they shall see his face; and his 
name shall be on their foreheads. And there shall 
be night no more; and they need no light of lamp, 
neither light of sun; for the Lord God shall give 
them light; and they shall reign forever and 
ever.” 

Never having known the least taint of sin, the 
New Earth shall know as little of its curse— 
Jehovah's presence in all the splendor of Majesty 
Divine being of itself a pledge of benediction 
infinite and never-ending. In that same Presence 
shall the redeemed from the earth perform with 
a perfect heart the will of God, face to face with 
Him whom no mortal man hath seen nor can see, 
and in whose sight the wicked shall not stand. 
In token of such close relationship, upon their 
foreheads shall be seen written the name of God 
and of the Lamb, and the name of the city of their 
God—the New Jerusalem. Then shall be made 
manifest the priceless value of the stone prom- 
ised “‘to him that overcometh” of “the Church in 
Pergamos” as pledge of acquittal from guilt, 
favor from God, and freedom of access to the 
fulness of the blessings of the Gospel of Christ. 
And this a precious stone, firm and enduring as 
the diamond and like it, white with the light 
flashing from every part; and in the stone a new 
name is written—a name known in its unutter- 
able blessedness and power only to Him that hath 
“the hidden manna,” the “Bread of Life” in the 
heart and the Witness in himself—even the Name, 
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“The LORD our Righteousness.” Nor sun nor 
lamp shall give them light in their eternal day, 
for the Light of Him who is the “Light of Life,” 
shall shine in all His brightness on them, as in 
His light and love they live and reign as kings 
forever. 

V. 6,7. “And he said unto me, These words 
are faithful and true: and the Lord, the God of 
the spirits of the prophets, sent his angel to show 
unto his servants the things which must shortly 
come to pass. And behold, I come quickly. 
Blessed is he that keepeth the words of the 
prophecy of this book.” 

The Prophet-Angel here asserts the truth of all 
things revealed, and also his commission to make 
known to God’s people “the things” which shall 
in their time be suddenly manifested, affirms the 
Second Advent of Christ and repeats the blessing 
contained in Chapter 1: 3. 

V. 8,9. “And I, John, am he that heard and 
saw these things. And when I heard and saw 
I fell down to worship before the feet of the 
angel which shewed me these things. And he 
saith unto me, See thou do it not: I am a fellow- 
servant with thee and thy. brethren the prophets, 
and with them which keep the words of this book: 
worship God.” 

The revelation completed, again does S. John 
express his sense of obligation to the Angel, and 
is again enjoined to reserve such acts for God 
alone. 

V. 10-15. “And he saith unto me, Seal not up 
the words of the prophecy of this book; for the 
time is at hand. He that is unrighteous, let him 
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do unrighteousness still: and he that is filthy, let 
him be made filthy still: and he that is righteous, 
- let him do righteousness still: and he that is holy, 
let him be made holy still. Behold, I come 
quickly; and my reward is with me, to render to 
each man according as his work is. 1 am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end. Blessed are they that 
wash their robes, that they may have the right to 
come to the tree of life, and may enter in by the 
gates into the city. Without are the dogs, and 
the sorcerers, and the fornicators, and the mur- 
derers, and the idolators, and every one that lov- 
eth and maketh a lie.” 

Authority is given to him to proclaim the truths 
revealed, which in their appointed season shall 
manifest their power. For under the ministration 
of the Spirit full opportunity shall be given for 
the illustration of moral character, which shall be 
revealed in the Second Coming of the Son of 
Man—the Author and Finisher of all dispensa- 
tions. The right to the Tree of Life and full com- 
munion with the Church in glory belongs only to 
those who are washed from their sins in the blood 
of the Lamb, and sanctified by His Holy Spirit, 
but is denied to the wicked of every kind. 

V. 16. I, Jesus have sent mine angel to tes- 
tify unto you these things for the churches. I am 
the root and the off-spring of David, the bright, 
the morning star.” 

This by the Angel sent to testify these things 
concerning the Church whether in the “Last 
Time,” Expectant, or Triumphant, described by 
the phrase “The Churches,” does Christ Himself 
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declare—He who is at once the Creator and the 
Son of David, “born King of the Jews,” a Light 
to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of His peo- 
ple of Israel.” 

V. 17. “And the Spirit and the bride say 
Come. And he that heareth, let him say, Come. 
And he that is athirst, let him come: he that will, 
let him take the water of life freely.” 

By Him are we told, that the offer of salvation 
made by the Holy Ghost, in the Church of Christ, 
is free to all mankind in their day of grace. 

V. 18, 19. “I testify unto every man that hear- 
eth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any 
aman shall add unto them, God shall add unto him 
the plagues which are written in this book; and if 
any man shall take away from the words of the 
book of this prophecy, God shall take away his 
part from the tree of life, and out of the holy city, 
which are written in this book.” 

At the same time it is His solemn testimony 
that there shall be a visitation of the plagues al- 
ready described upon all that corrupt the truth 
set forth in this book, and the denial of salvation 
to those who willfully suppress the truth revealed. 

V. 20, 21. “He which testifieth these things 
saith, Yea: I come quickly. Amen: come, Lord 
Jesus. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with the saints. 
Amen.” 

He finishes that testimony by announcing His 
ultimate, unalterable purpose to come in His glo- 
rious Majesty to judge both the Quick and the 
Dead as suddenly “as the Lightning cometh out of 
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the East and shineth unto the West.” S. John, as 
the mouthpiece of the Church, gives the response 
echoed in every Christian heart, and concludes 
with an abbreviated form of the Apostolic Bene- 
diction. 


THE END. 
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